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Mr. DAVIS. 

tition of William Cranch, Chief Justice of the 
District of Columbia, who represents that by an 
act passed March 3, 1839, the duty of hearing 

yeals from the decisions of the Commissioner of 
Patents was imposed on him as the Chief Justice 
of this District. From that time forward he has 
attended to this service, but by reason of his age 
and infirmities, he does not feel able at this time 
to discharge that additional duty, and he prays 
that he may be relteved from it »y a modification 
of the law. I move that this peution be referred 
to the Committee onthe Judiciary. 

While I am up I beg leave to add a word more. 
This venerable gentleman, respected by all who 
know him, and who is a very competent man for 
the station which he occupies, has, during this 
period, for the compensation of $100, heard a great 
number of these appeals. ‘That moderate compen- 
sation was putin the bill changing the mode of 
hearing the various questions that were raised by 
applicants for patents fox inventions, and this com- 

ensation was fixed without knowing what was 
the extent of the duty. I have reason to think 
that the compensation is or inadequate. I hope 
that will be taken into consideration. 

The memorial was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. DAVIS also presented the memorial of 
Winthrop Coffin, and Howard, Son & Co., — 
posing to establish a line of steamers between Bos- 
ton and New Orleans, and asking that they ma 
be authorized to contract for carrying the maile 
between those ports; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of the 
police justices of the parish of Morehouse, Loui- 
siana, asking a confirmation of the title of this 
parish to certain lands lying on the Bastrop grant; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, One of John Erwin, a settler on the 
Bastrep grant, asking to be allowed a section of 
land in lieu of what he had been dispossessed of by 
the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, one of Thomas J. Durant, asking pay- 
ment of a balance due him on a settlement of his 
accounts, and that he may be authorized to insti- 
tute a suit against the United States, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a judicial decision of his claim; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of petty 
officers, seamen, and marines of the United States 
frigate Savannah, asking additional payment for 
services in California; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 





I am requested to present the 


Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Newark, New Jersey, asking the enact- 
ment of a law giving further remedies for patentees ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 


Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Hezekiah 
Miller, a clerk in the Indian Bureau, asking to be 
allowed cértain arrears of pay. 

Also, of certain Hollanders, settlers in the 
counties of Ottawa and Allegan, in the State of 
Michigan, asking an appropriation for the im- 
provement of Black Lake Harbor, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Also, of David P. Weeks, a pensioner of the 
United States, asking to be allowed arrears of 

nsion; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of || 


James Jeffries and P. M. Smith, asking to be re- 
leased from a forfeiture incurred under a contract 
for ng the mails; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
of the late and present receiver of the land office 
at Dubuque, Iowa, asking additional compensa- 


tion for services in locating mili bounty land 
warrants; which was referred to Committee. 


on Public Lands. 
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Acken, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 
On motion by Mr, UNDERWOOD, it was 
Ordered, That the papers of Samuel M. Boots, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claime. 


On motion by Mr. CLARKE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William B. 
Green, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce ; the petition and papers of the heir 
of Wm. Barton, be referred to the Committee dn Pensions; 


| McKay, and others, of Carson Valley, California, 
| representing that they had discovered a new route 
to California; but that, as it was disturbed by In- 
dians, they Poe to protect emigrants on that | 
route, for which service they ask that a tract of | 
land may be ceded to them. The memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
On the motion of Mr. SEWARD, the petition | 


| ‘ 

| of Stephen Warren, which he presented last week, || and the documents relating to the claim of the State of 

} was taken from the table and referred to the Com- || Rhede Istand, be referred to the Committee on Military 
mittee on Pensions. Affairs, 


On the motion of Mr. CHASE, the petition of | 
the land officers at Defiance, Ohio, which he 
presented a few days agu, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. | 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to allow exchanges of and granting addi- 
tional school lands to the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to amend the laws on the subject of the 
inspection of steamboats, &c.; 

bill for the relief of the widow of General | 
W orth; and 

A bill for the relief of Mark and Richard Bean. 

Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intentionto ask | 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan the 
right of way and a donation of public lands for the 
construction of a ship canal around the Falls of 
St. Mary’s, in said State; 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan the right | 
of way and a donation of public lands for the pur- | 
| pose of constructing a road from Saginaw to Mon- || 
| treal river, with a branch from the Grand river 
into the same; and 

A bill to extend the time for selecting lands | 
granted to the State of Michigan for saline pur- || 

oses. 

Mr. RHETT gave notice of his intention te 
ask leave to introduce a bill to indemnify the State 
of South Carolina for money expended for the 
United States in the war in Florida with the Semi- | 
| nole Indians. c C Lee vad df On motion by Mr. BUTLER, it was 

Mr. MORTON gave notice of his intention to || Ordered, That William Rall have leave to withdraw hia 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Mrs. || petition and papers. 

A. M. Dade, widow of the late Major F.L. Dade, 1] BILLS INTRODUCED. 
United States Army. {| wares 

Mr. GWIN gave notice of his intention to ask Mr. CLEMENS, agreeably to notice, asked 

Seawe to-introdace.a bill.to emnend the ‘ect eatitied | and obtained leave to bring in @ bill granting to the 
State of Alabama the right of way and a donation 


“An act to provide for extending the laws and || : ; d Gal 
| the judicial system of the United States to the || of public lands for making a railroa from Selma 
State of California,” passed 28th September, 1850. | to the Tennessee river; which was read a first and 
Mr. NORRIS gave notice of his intention toask || second ume by its title, and referred to the Com- 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Mrs. E. || ™ttee on Public Lands. ; 
| A. McNeil, widow of the late Gen. John McNeil. || Also, a joint resolution authorizing the Presi- 
Mr. BERRIEN gave notice of his intention to || dent of the United States to confer the title of 
| ask leave to introduce the following bills: || Lieutenant General by brevet for eminent services; 
A bill to -be entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act || which was read a first and second time by its title, 
entitled ‘An act to authorize aotaries public to take || and referred to the C ommittee on Military Affairs. 
and certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledg- || Mr. GWIN, agreeably to aaa asked and 
ments, in certain cases;’ ”’ and | obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish a 
A bill to regulate the compensation of the dis- || navy-yard and depot on the Bay of San Francisco; 
trict judge of the United States for the district of || which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
Di ocmahnastia. || mittee on Naval Affairs. , 
Mr. HUNTER gave notice of his intention to|; Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of notice, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to change the time for || asked and obtained leave to introduce a rome ht copa 
holding the distriet courts of the United States in || lution, explanatory of the act approved September 


the western district of Virginia, and for other || 28, 1850, entitled ‘‘An act giving, bounty land 


lw i icers soldi@érs who bave 
purposes. warrants to certain officers and so ) 


Mr. DOWNS gave notice of his intention to || been engaged in the military service of the United 
ask. leave to introduce a: bill to aid the State of || S'#%e8;"" which was read twice, and referred to 
Louisiana in reclaiming the overflowed lands there- || “¢ Committee on Public oe ; ay a 
in, and for other purpeses. | Mr. WALKER, agreeably to notice, as ed ane 

Mr. UNDERWO D gave notice of his inten- | obtained leave to bring in the following bills; 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to procure a Hh which were read a first and second time by their 
revision of the acts of the Congress of the Uni- || titles, and referred to the Committee on Public 
ted States. | Lands: 


|| A bill to cede the public lands of the United 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. _ States to the States respectively in which they lie 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was i 


situated, on condition that the said States shall 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Samuel F. But- | *¢verally grant and convey the said lands to actual 
terworth, on the files of the Senate, be referred tothe Com- | occupants only, in limited quantities for cost of sur- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


vey, transfer, and title muniments merely; __ 
On notion by Mr. MORTON, it was A bill granting to the State of Wisconsin the 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of William D. 


right of way and a donation of the public lands 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the Orange and Alexan 
dria Railroad Company, on the files of the Senate, bo re 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Hulk 
tan, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Je. Moore White, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revo 
lutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mra DODGE, of lowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs of John 
Rict Jones, on the files ef the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. UPHAM, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Ira Day, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads; and that the petition of Azel Spalding be re 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John A. McGraw, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Com 
merce; also, that the memonial of the heirs of Judith Wor 
then be referred to the Committee on Pensions; also, that 
the memorial of Rufus Dwinel be referred to the Committee 
on the Peat Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, That Johnston Leykins have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of William H. Topping, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 
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for the purpose of locating and constructing a rail- 
road from Milwaukie to Prairie la Crosse, in W is- 
consin; and 

A bill granting to the State of Wisconsin the 
right of way and a donation of the public lands, 
for the purpose of locating and constructing a rail- 
road from l’ond du Lac to Janesville. 


OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 





Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would move | 


to amend the rules of the Senate as follows: 

The Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeaut-at-Arms, the 
Doorkeeper, and Assistant Doorkeeper, shall be chosen 
on the third Monday of the present Congress, and on the 
second Monday of the first session of every succeeding 
Congress. 


BILLS REFERRED. 

All the bills laid on the table during the present 
session, were taken up and appropriately referred. 
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 

Mr. DAVIS offered the followmg resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed 


to complete the sets ef statutes of the United States in use | 
in the Senate, its offices, and Cominittee rooms, by adding | 


thereto the 9th volume, 


FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Hare a few 
days since, respecting violations of the law abol- 
ishing flogging in the Navy, came up for consid- 
eration. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to move to lay that reso- 
lution on the table for the present, for the reason 
that [am not certain whether the abuse to which 
the resolution refers occurred before or subsequent 
to the passage of the act. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INTER-OCEANIC CANAL. 


The following resolution was taken from the 
table and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to the Senate a dispatch addressed 
by Mr. Niles, late American Chargé d’Affaires to Sardinia, 
to the Hon. John M. Clayton, Secretary of State, on the 
subject of a ship canal to unite the waters of the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, having date 30th June, 1849, if in his 
opinion sueh communication can be made without injury 
to the public interest. 


CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS. 
The following resolution was also taken up and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That two Chaplains be appointed to Congress 


during the present session, one by each House, who shall | 


interchange weekly. 
RECEPTION OF KOSSUTH. 
“— 


Vir. SEWARD, pursuant to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled, That the Con- 
gress of the United States, in the name and behaif of the 
people of the United States, give to Louis Kossuth a cor- 


dial welcome to the capital and to the country; and that | 
a copy ef this resolution be transmitted to him by the Presi- | 


dnt of the United States. 


The resolution was read a first time and ordered | 


to a second reading. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
its second reading, 
Mr. CLEMENS. 
Mr. SHLELDS. 
resolution comes up for consideration I shall move 
to substitute for it the resolution which was with- 


Let it lie over. 


drawn the other day by the Senator from Missis- | 
1 ask that the amendment be laid upon the | 


sippi. 
table. 

The PRESIDENT. 
table informally. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


Tt will be laid upon the 


I Would suggest to the Sen- 


ator from [llinois to move that both the resolution | 


and the amendment be printed. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 

following resolution; 
Resolved, That a committee of three be ap 


Chair to wait on Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hungary, and 
introduce him to the Senate. 


That, Mr, President, may supply the place of | 


the resolution which has been offered by the Sen- 
ator from New York, {[Mr. Sewarp.] This is 


pe according to the precedent in the case of 


vefayette. As IT understand the matter, on that 
occasion the joint committee, which had been ap- 
pointed to receive him, reported that it was impos- 
sible for the two Houses to receive him by joint 
action; and each branch of Congress received La- 
fayette in its own way, this body receiving him in 


1 ass that it may now have | 


I give notice that when this | 


I ask leave to introduce the | 


inted by the | 





the manner which I propo 
| we shall receive Kossut 

I hope there will be no objection to considering 
this resolution at this time. Louis Kossuth is now 
| amongst us. He is the guest of the country. 
|, Here he is at your door; and, as was said by the 
| Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] the other day, 
it would seem very strange that we should turn 
our backs upon a distinguished man whom we 
have invited here. He was invited by the nation. 
| He is the guest of the nation in some measure, and 

I can see no uepeopeisty in receiving him in this 
simple manner. ‘The resolution merely provides 
that he shall be introduced to the Senate, in the 
| same manner that Lafayette was. 
| Ido not know whether | am transgressing the 
rules of the Senate in making these remarks at 
present, Perhaps I am; but there is one thing 
more which I wish to mention. If this distin- 
guished man shall be received at all—if we perform 
this act of courtesy, it ought to be performed with 
something like a good grace. It is merely an act 
of courtesy, of high national courtesy; and if per- 
formed at all, it should be performed in the spirit 
of courtesy. 

1 have heard objections to receiving this distin- 
guished man from honorable Senators whom I 
esteem very highly—from my friend from Ken- 
'tucky (Mr. Unperwoop] and others. Why, if 
Louis’ Kossuth ever goes to Kentucky, my word 

for it, he never received a more enthusiastic wel- 
|| come than he will receive in that generous old 
\| State. Sir, if there is a place on earth where an 
exiled and unfortunate man would be received 
warmly, enthusiastically, and nobly, it is in that 
State. Take New Hampshire; would it not be 
the same there? Take Georgia; would it not be 
the same there? Yet, we are told that as there 
are other foreign exiles besides Kossuth, this 


| 
} 


this honor ought to be refused. I can scarcely 
| think the term ‘‘ foreign exile’’ ought to be a name 
| of reproach in the United States Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair very unwil- 
lingly interferes with the honorable Senator; but 
the first question is on considering the resolution. 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the Chair will permit me, 
[ will terminate these irregular remarks by asingle 
statement. 

The world is now looking to the action of this 
body and this Congress. ‘The prayers of Hun- 
| gary follow this man. ‘The hopes of the liberal 
party in Europe follow him. In my humble opin- 
|| ion, he is the great man of this day. 1 feel that if 
there is one man who will carry out, what 1 hope 
will be carried out, the concentration of the moral 
force of this age against despotism, that man is 
| Louis Kossuth. I think that is his mission—not 
to involve us in war, not to force us into interven- 
tion, but to combine, unite, and concentrate the 
moral force of the civilized world against the power 
of the oppression of the world. If we are to re- 
ceive him at all, what can be more simple than 
that three Senators should take Louis Kossuth by 
the hand and introduce him to the Senate of the 
United States, that we may hear what he has to 
say for his country and his cause? Let us hear 
him, at any rate. How are we to hear him? How 
is the Senate to receive him? I do not propose 
giving Louis Kossuth a governmental reception. 
What i propose is a mere act of courtesy, a mere 
honor to be paid to the representative of one of 
the oldest nationalities in the world—a nation that 
defended Christianity before this Union had an 
existence. 

I regret that the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
|, Foor] the other day withdrew his resolution. I 
|| feel, | know that every act of the Senate of the 
United States is weighed, and poised, and consid- 
| 


ered in every part of the civilized world. Although 
there is no one here who objects to Louis Kos- 
suth, yet the withdrawal of such a resolution, the 
defeatvof such a proposition, goes forth to the 
| world as if the United States invited a man to the 
| country, sent a national ship to bring him to the 
| country, and then refused to give him the compli- 
|| ment of a. reception, 


i} 


| 


would be setting a bad example, and, therefore, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


se by this resolution that 














Dec. 8, 
perhaps, to myself of some of the remarks of my 
friend from Illinois. It might be inferred from, 
what he said, that I have intimated an indisposi- 
| tion to receive Louis Kossuth, and give him, as 
an individual, the hand of commendation. \y 
object in rising is to state, that as an individual 
as a man, no one, here or elsewhere, will receive 
Mr. Kossuth with more heartfelt admiration than 
_myself; and I will venture to say for the people | 
| represent, that if he should visit Kentucky, my 
| constituency would receive him not only with tha 
courtesy which belongs to a distinguished foreigy- 
er, but with that admiration and sympathy which 
they believe is due to a maa indoctrinated with 
| the same principles of liberty which they them. 
| selves possess. But in the remarks which I made 














| the other day, I endeavored to draw a distinction 
_ between what we ought to do individually as men, 
| and what thisGovernment ought todo as a Govern- 
ment, and this Congress ought todo asa Congress, 
I endeavored then to show that this was a subject, 
in all its relations, in all its bearings, which ought 
not to be introduced into the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. I think so still. 1 have made these 
remarks to put myself right in reference to the 
matter suggested by my friend from Illinois, | 
think he is altogether mistaken as to Kossuth’s 
having been invited to come to this country; but 
that is a question which will come up when this 
resolution shall be before us for consideration. | 
| do not think we ought to consider it now. Let 
| the resolution take the usual course. 
| The PRESIDENT. Then the resolution will 
| lie over. 
ABD- EL-KADER. 
| Mr. HALE gave notice that. to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day of the session, he will ask 
| leave to introduce a joint resolution requesting the 
President of the United States to cause a corre- 
spondence to be opened with the President of the 
French Republic, the object of which shall be to 
interpose the friendly offices of the Government 
of the United States with that Government in be- 
half of the liberation of Abd-el-Kader. 





CENSUS PRINTING, 


Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution in relation to the printing of the returns of 
the seventh census. 

It was read a first and second time. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 
|| Mr. BORLAND. I must object to referring this 
| proposition to the Committee on Printizig. | can 
| see no necessity for a reference. This is not a sub- 
ject involving the public printing. It isa question 
as to policy, of which I think the Senate is the 
proper judge. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I know of no committee of 
this body so appropriate as the Committee on 
Printing, to take charge of and report upon the 
joint resolution just read, and which I have offered 
with a full knowledge of the importance of having 
prompt action thereon. 

This printing quant to. have been performed du- 
ring the recess of Congress, and, but for the con- 
fused condition of this branch of the public service, 
would now lrave been on our tables. ‘There is a 





| necessity for legislation before this work can be 
|| done. Il have named the individuals proposed to 
| be contracted with, in order that the Cémmittee 
'on Printing, or any other committee the Senate 
| may think proper to refer the joint resolution to, 
may ascertain their ability to go on with the work 
immediately, for delay lessens the value of the ser- 
vice. to be performed) in this case. I think the 
Committee on Printing is the more appropriate 

one, and hope the Senate will so direct. 


The motion to refer to the Committee on Print- 
ing was.agreed to, 


THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. Foore of Mississippi, which he 

'amended by substituting the words ‘faithfully 


! I have, in conclusion, to entreat the Senate to || observed ,’’ for the word-** respected,’’ in the last 


consider this resolution at this time. 
| The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent to consider the resolution at this time. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
| upon the indulgence of the Senate to make a few 





I wish to throw myself | 


reniarks, on account of the personal application, || the establishment of her 





| line; so that it stands as follows: 


} A Resolution declaring the Measures of Adjustment to be 3 
definitive setdement of the questions growing out of 
domestic slavery, ’ , 
Be it enacted, That the eae —- eee 

the acts entitled “ An act proposing to the State e3 
Northern and Western boundaries, 


ot. tt tn in nt tam Aaa 
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the relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory claimed | 
by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims 
upoa the United States, and to establish a territorial gov- 
ernment fer New Mexico,” approved September 9, 1850; | 
« Anact for the admissien of the State of California into 
the Union,” approved September 9, 1850; “ An“act to es- 
tablish a territerial government for Utah,’ approved Sep- 
tember 9, 1850; “ An act to amend and supplementary to 
en act entitled ‘An act respecting fugitives from justice, 
and persons eseaping from the service of their masters, ap 
proved February 12, \793,’” approved September 18, 1850; 
and “ An &ct te suppress the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia,” approved September 20, 1850, commonly 
known as the ‘* Compromise Agts,’’ are, in the judgment 
of this body, entitled to be recognized as a definitive adjast- 
ment and settlement of the distracting questions growing 
out of the system ef domestic slavery, and as such, that 
said measures should be acquiesced in and faithfully ob- 
served by all good citizens. 

Mr. FOOTE of Mississippi. When I made up 
my mind to introduce the resolution now under 
consideration, | did not expect to say anything in 
explanation of it. The phraseology in which it 
is couched is neither mysterious nor equivocal, 
and therefore I had cherished the hope that its im- 
mediate adoption Oy this body would take place, 
without any extended discussion upon the delicate 
questions involved therein. I trust still, most con- 
fidently, that no excited or angry debate will arise 
on this resolution, either here or elsewhere, and | 
thet the two Houses of Congress, by uniting 
promptly and cordially in the solemn declaration 
which has now been twice made by the President 
of the United States, that he considers the series 
of measures recognized as constituting the plan of 
odjusument—** as a final settlement, in principle 
aud substance, of the dangerous and exciting sub- 

‘ : 9° > - 

jects which they embraced’’—will do their part 
ya securing an early restoration of the friendly and 
fraternal relations formerly existing between the 
different sections of this Confederacy, and thus 
aid, as faras it is in their power to do so, in the sup- 
pression of a dangerous and unseemly agitation, the 
former progress of which undoubtedly placed the 
institutions of the country in extreme peril, and 
involved the Republic itself in more or less of dis- 
credit. In departing from my original intention, 
and undertaking te address the Senate very briefly 
at the present tume, my object is simply to prevent 
any misunderstanding touching my own motives, 
and counteracting certain misrepresentations in re- 
gard thereto, which I discover already to have been 
made. 

Mr. President, I cannot believe that there are | 
many individuals in this body, who are prepared 
to declare their disapproval of the conduct of the 
President in twice deliberately and formally array- 


ing all the influence of eminent station and highchar- || 


acter in favor of a scheme of pacification and settle- 
ment which had previously received the approval of 
the two Houses of Congress, and to me he had 
also imparted his owa Official sanction; butto which 
he was at the time aware that opposition of a se- | 
rious and imposing character had been presented 
in different forms, and in opposite sections of the 
Republic, What was right in itself, and worthy 
of approbation in the President, will be equally | 
proper on the part of Congress; and I am_pre- 
pared to show, that still stronger reasons exist for 
such action as is proposed by this resolution than 
could be supposed legitimately to influence the 
mind of the Executive. The legislation of Con- 
gress upon the questions involved in the series of 
measures referred to in the resolution, was unfor- 
tunately-in its progress surrounded by circum- 
stances of a nature calculated to awaken more or 
lessof doubt in regard to the real intentions and feel- | 
ings of those who participated therein; and move- | 
ments have subsequently occurred, not necessary 
here to be specified, which have called into exist- 
ence in the minds of the friends of the Union grave 
apprehensions as to the intention of those who 
were originally opposed to the measures of com- 
promise to defeat, or at least seriously obstruct, the 
faithful execution of the same now and here- 
after, The number of those thus opposed to these 
measures, it must be acknowledged, was in the 
beginning by no means contemptible, and that | 
number I fear has not so much diminished of late | 
a3 Many Over-sanguine persons imagine. Itis un- 
deniable that armed opposition to a certain por- 
on of these measures oceurred in more than 
one instance in particular vieinages, easy to 
mentioned; and it is equally certain that substan- 
tial resistance to other portions of this plan of | 
settlement has been quite as extensively contem- | 
lated elsewhere. Scanal jealousies, which | 
ve existed now for many years past, are not yet | 
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as full 
should be. F'actious politicians have been indus- 
triously at work in vartous States of the Confed- 
eracy, to inflame the popular mind of the country 
and to give perpetuity to that unfortunate misun- 
derstanding which has so long continued between 
good men north and south of a certain geographi- 
cal line. Great and persevering efforts have been 
| made in the free States of the North by a certain 
class of political agitators, to array public feeling 


, against the act for the restoration of fugitives from 


service, and scenes have occurred under such de- 
plorable instigation of too ferocious and bloody a 
character to be more than alluded to on such an 
occasion asthe present. Movements equally de- 
plorable, in my judgment, have occurred in sev- 


| eral of the Southern States of the Union, the ten- | 


dency of which has been, to a considerable extent, 
to establish relations of permanent hostility be- 
tween the people of the North and of the South. 
Belonging to that class of politicians who have 
uniformly looked to the measures of adjustment 
as constituting, unitedly, an equitable scheme of 


| settlement, I have entertained a confident hope 


that they would ultimately receive a fair appreci- 
ation as such at the hands of my countrymen 
whether resident north or south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line; and I rejoice in believing that the 
people of the Union, apart from the selfish poli- 
ticians who have been so ardently struggling to 
| delude them, are every day growing better and 
| better satisfied with these measures. Still there 
is something for Congress to do, in order to 
reconcile more thoroughly the sectional feelings 
which a long course of industrious agitation has 
engendered. Coming, as we do, into the halls of 
national legislation from all parts of the Union, 
we cannot be otherwise than prepared frankly to 
report the present condition of public sentiment 
among our respective constituents; and I hope 
that we have it in our power, by reciprocal expla- 
nations and by joint action of the kind contem- 
plated by the resolution under consideration, to 
restore at once that fraternal understanding among 
the different sections of the Union, without which 
it is impossible that the Government itself can be 
maintained, and the permanent happiness of the 
nation secured. I do not expect, Mr. President, 
this resolution to be unanimously adopted, either 
in this House or in the House of Representatives. 
I know that there are gentlemen committed, in 
both Houses, toa system of permanent opposition 
| to our scheme of settlement; and it is but reason- 
able to expect that these persons will, both by votes 
and speeches, present such opposition to any such 
resolution as the one before us, as they may sup- 
2»08e to be necessary to the maintenance of their 
local popularity, or the attainment of other objects 
of aless reputable character. What I db expect 
| most confidently is, that this resolution, or one of 
| similar import, will be supported by so large a 
' number of both Houses of Congress, as to give 
assurance to the whole country that no opposition 
can ever be successfully presented to any part of 
the plan of adjustment, either now or hereafter, 
and in any quarter of the Union. 

Mr. President, | have not brought forward this 
resolution as a mere party man, or for the further- 
ance of mere party ends. Firmly and inflexibly 
devoted es I have been since the opening days of 
manhood to the great principles of what is known 
as the Democratic creed of the country, and de- 
sirous on all fitting occasions to give a hearty and 
unequivocal support to the same, I should scorn 
myself could I consent to blend the interests of any 
party with the movement which I have thought 
proper to originate for the attainment of different 
and far higher purposes. Nor do I, sir, look to 

rty alone for the support of this resolution. 
Indeed, in the spirit of sincerity becoming so 
grave an occasion, I must acknowledge that I 
should hold it to be quite unsafe to rely alone 
| upon party votes for the adoption of such a 
measure as is necessary to restore complete quiet 
to the public mind. I will go further, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and acknowledge that I do not recognize 
either of the great national parties of the country, 
in their present state and condition, as entirely 
reliable for the faithful maintenance of the com- 
promise in all its parts. Free-soilism in the North, 
and Secession in the South, are yet undeniably 
| exerting an influence more or less mischievous in 


both the old party organizations. And events | 


have occurred recently calculated to excite great 
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or as all true patriots desire they || alarm in the public mind in regard to the future 


action of both the parties referred to, touching the 
faithful execution of the scheme of compromise. 
[ had hoped before I reached this city to find 


| both the Whig and the Democratic party pre- 


| faction and its wretched devices. 


i 
| 
i 


pared to repudiate .all further connection with 
My mind had 
cherished the confident hope that at least the mem- 
bers of the Demoeratic party in Congress would 
be prepared to declare their determination to hold 
no alliance with any body of men pledged to resist 


| the laws, or to keep alive agitation upon the sub- 


ject of domestic slavery; and I yet trust that a 


| course may be adopted by those gentlemen in 


Congress in whom I have heretofore confided, 
and with whom I have delighted to coéperate on 
great national oceasions, more in unison with the 
ancient dignity of the Democratic faith, and less 
offensive to my own sense of propriety than cer- 
tain proceedings which have atthe gained a some- 
what distressing notoriety. For my own part, Mr. 
President, | am resolved to hold no political fel- 
lowship with any association of men, by whatever 
name desiathated, whose opinions do not harmo- 
nize perfectiy with the opinions of that noble body 
of lovers of the Union, whom I have the honor, 
for the present, alone to represent on this floor. 
W hat my worthy constituents think on this whole 
subject is so clearly and strongly set forth in the 
resolutions recently adopted by our State conven- 
tion, that [ shall ask leave to read them in hearing 
of the Senate: 


Resolutions of the Committee of Thirteen, reported to 
the State Convention. 


* Resolved, Ist, That, in the opinion of this Convention 
the people of Mississippi, in a spirit of conciliation and 
compromise, have maturely considered the action of Con 
gress embracing a series of measures for the admission of 
California as a State into the Union, the organization of 
territorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, the es- 
tablishment of the boundary between the latter and the 
State of Texas, the suppression of the slave trade in the 
Distriet of Columbia, aud the extradition of fugitive slaves, 


| and connected with them the rejection of the proposition to 
| exclude slavery from the ‘Territories of the United States, 


| and to abolish it in the District of Columbia; 
| they do not entirely approve, will abide by 


and whilst 
itas a perma- 


| nentadjustment of this sectional controversy. 


* Resolved, 2d, That we perecive nothing in the above- 


| recited legislation of the Congress of the United States 


which should be permitted to disturb the friendly and peace- 
ful ‘ existing relations between the Government of the Uni- 
ted States and the goverument and people of the State of 
Mississippi.’ 

“ Therefore, resolved, 3d, That, in the opinion of this 
Convention, the people of the State of Mississippi will 
abide by the Union as it is, a.d by the Constitution of the 
United States without amendments.” 

“Resolved, further, 4th, That, in the opinion of this 
Convention, the asserted right of seceseion from the Union, 
on the part of the State or States,is utt rly unsanctioned by 
the Federal Constitution, which was framed to ‘establish’ 
and not to destroy the Union of the States, and that no se- 
cession can in fact take place, without a subversion of the 
Union established, and which will not virtually amount in 


its effects and consequences to a civil revolution. 


** Resolved, further, Sth, That, whilstin the upinion of 
this Convention, such are the sentiments and opinions of 
the people of the State of Mississippi, still violations of 
the rights of the people of the State may occur which 
would amount to intolerable oppression, and would justify 
aresort to measures of resistance, amonget which, in the 
opinion of the Convention, the people of the State have 
designated the following: 

Ist. The interference by congressional legisiation with 
the institution of slavery in the States. 

“9d. Interference with the trade in slaves in the States. 

“3d. Any action of Congress on the subject of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, or in places subject to the juris- 
diction of Congress, incompatible with the safety and do- 
mestic tranquitlity—the rights and honor of the slavehold- 
ing States. 

“4th, The refusal by Congress to admit a new State into 
the Union on the ground of hor tolerating slavery within 
her limita. 


“Sth. The passage of any law by Congress prohibiting 


| slavery in any of the Territories. 


“6th, The repeal of the fugitive slave law, and the neg- 


| lect or refusal by the Genera! Government to enforce the 
| constitutional provisions tor the reclamation of fugitive 


slaves. ; a 

* Resolved, farther, 6th, That, in the opinion of this 
Convention, the people in the recent elections have been 
governed by an abiding confidence that the said adjustment 
measures of Congress should be enforced in good faith in 
every section of the land. 

‘ Resolved, further, 7th, That as the peopie of the State 
of Mississippi, in the opinion of this Convention, desire all 
further agitation of the slavery question to cease, and have 
acted upon and decided al) the foregoing questions, there- 
by making it the duty of this Convention to pass no nets 


| within the purview and spirit of the law under which it wag 


called, this Convention deems it unnecessary to refer te the 
people, for their. approval or disapproval at the baflot-hor, 
its roden in the premises. ; 

“ Resolved, furl er, 8th, The Convention having declared 
in the foregoing resolutions, the ition whieh the pec 
of Missixsippi have taken, and w ich, in the opinion of thie 
Convention, they will continue to occupy, om the great sab- 
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cumbent on us and equally important to the rights of the 
people to declare that, in our deliberate judgment and in 
their deliberate judgment, as we believe, the call of this 
Convention by the Legislature at its late extraordinary ses- 
sion by the act of the 30th of November, 1850, was unauthor- 
ized and unnecessary, and that said act in peremptorily order- 


ing a Convention of the people ofthe State to be held, without || 
submitting to them to be settled by the popular vote of the 


State, the question whether there should be a Convention 


or no Convention, Was an unwarranted assumption of power | 


by the Legislature, at war with the spirit of republican in- 


stitutions, and an encroachment on the sovereign power of || 


the people,’’ 


‘These resolutions, Mr. President, as all present 


know, were adopted by an overwhelming majority 
of the body in which they originated—there being 
in faet only three voices raised in the Conven- 
tion in opposition to them. Now, sir, you 
discover that the sovereign people of Mississippi 


have formally and deliberately declared, that whulst | 


they “do not entirely a 
to in the first of the reso 
will abide by the whole series of these acts as ‘‘a 


preors” the acts referred 


permanent adjustment of the sectional controver- | 


sy’’ which has been so long pending. You will 


observe, sir, also, that our Convention has declared | 
further in the sixth resolution, that the people || 
of Mississippi, ‘* in the recent elections, have been | 
‘governed by an abiding confidence that the said | 


‘ adjustment measures of Congress would be en- 
‘forced in good faith in every section of the land.”’ 
Such, sir, is the attitude of the people of Miasis- 
sippi, and they have thought proper thus to make 
a public avowal of their opinions and expecta- 
tions. They have adjudged the measures of com- 
promise worthy of their approval, and they have 
determined to stand by them firmly and faithfully. 
They have notattempted to mystify their position, 
or to conceal their views and wishes in any respect 
whatsoever. They have a right to expect equal 
frankness and fidelity to be exercised by their fel- 
low-citizens in other portions of the Confederacy. 
Through me they request at this moment, from 
the Senatorial representatives of the co-States of 
the Union here assembled, a declaration of the 
willingness of those under whose authority they 
act, firmly and faithfully to stand by and maintain 
the plan of adjustment in all its parts. Will hon- 
orable Senators speak out boldly and explicitly on 
this important subject? or will they, by remaining 
silent, permit themselves and their constituents to 
be misunderstood among those whose earnest wish 
it is to reciprocate friendly sentiments with them, 
and to be allowed to approve them, and to confide 
fully in them as just men and as patriots? 

Let no member of the Senate, Mr. President, 
from the South say that our northern brethren 
need bo additional assurance from us of our deter- 
mination lo acquiesce in and support the compro- 
mise. vents have occurred, as all truthful men 
will confess, calculated to awaken more or less of 


doubt as to the position likely to be assumed ulti- | 


mately by the Southern States of the Union. Let 
no Senator from the North, either, declare that the 
people of the South have no right to demand from 
their fellow-citizens of that section of the Confeder- 
acy such an assurance as thet imbodied in the 
resolution under consideration. Every intelligent 
man in America knows the fact, that the number of 
active politicians in the Northern States is by no 
means inconsiderable, who stand pledged to agi- 
tate for the modification or repeal of the fugitive 
slave law, as it is called. There are men now in 


Congress—men who are sometimes, as rumor | 


asserts, permitted to come into party caucuses 
too—who are not only committed to future agita- 
tion in opposition to this law, but who are known 
to have solemnly declared their opinion to be that 
it is wholly unconstitutional in all its material pro- 
visi: Resides, Mr. President, it is a fact well 
recollected by us all, and one which has been the 
aonrce oO 
South, that only a small number of the members 
of this body representing the free States of the 
North were actually present at the e of this 
law, so that their votes could be Soatalad in its 
favor, 

] am perfectly aware that several of the gentle- 
men referred to were only accidentally absent, 
and perhaps all of them had some reason for not 
being present, other than an unwillingness to be 
recognized by their constituents as being friendly 
to this great and essential measure. Indeed, I be- 
lieve most of them had previously declared their 
determination, either in converse or otherwise, to 
support the bill. But it is, notwithstanding, true, 


wis. 


utions just read, yetthey | 


‘much complaint and apprehension in the | 


THE CONGRE 


| the 
1} 


| 


eas and nays were taken on the final passage 


sons in the South, hostile to the public repose, and 
wielded with great effect against the supporters of 
the plan of compromise, and to the serious endan- 

erment of the Union itself. Besides, honorable 

enators need not to be reminded that declarations 
are constantly made by the enemies of the Union, 
in different States of the South, that great danger 
exists of attem 
future period, by our fellow-citizens of the North, 
to apply the Wilmot proviso to our vacant Terri- 


| tories, and to overthrow, by Congressional legis- | 


| lation, the system of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. I have no such apprehension myself, 
| and I know very well that the time has forever 
passed when either of the measures referred to 
| could receive the sanction either of this body or of 
| the House of Representatives. But until a formal 
declaration shall be made, in some such mode as 
that now proposed, of a determination to refrain 
| from these acts of aggression, formerly so seriously 
| menaced, it is unreasonable to expect all uneasiness 
| on these points entirely to cease. 
I have now, Mr. President, stated a few cf the 
most prominent reasons which induced me to offer 
this resolution, and I will conclude what I have to 
say for the present, by declaring the high gratifi- 
| cation which I shall feel at its obtaining the general 
support of the members of this body. I shall say 
nothing more, unless the resolution should be 
attacked in such a manner as to make some special 
| defence of it necessary. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I do not pro- | 


eo to say much upon this subject at this time; 
ut I will say that when I heard of this resolution, 
|| [ heard of it with surprise. 
| ceeding scarcely known, I believe, in any delib- 


| erative body that I ever heard of. To introduce | 


|| at a subsequent session of the Legislature resolu- 
|| tions confirming what I suppose must be regarded 
} as statutes upon the statute-book, is an ex post 
|| facto mode of reviewing the past. And for what 
| eapore If the legislation referred to by the 

onorable Senator from Mississippi be wicked, 
can he restore purity to it by a resolution of this 
kind? If that legislation be wise, is it not superer- 


| 
| 


| 


| ogatory and unnecessary to introduce sucha reso- | 
For what purpose, then, is the resolution 


| lation ? 
| introduced ? 


| 


|| man’s motives, nor do I. What may have been 


resolution, | have a right to speak. If the gentle- 


| man had been selecting motions to introduce, he | 
|| could not have been more successful in introducing 


| one to open former discussions, and to let loose 
|| upon this land the waters of agitation. I protest 


unnecessary, and as—I will not say intended, 
| because I shall not use any word of the kind— 


| but the tendency of which will be to widen breaches | 
| which already exist, and to reach feelings that | 

might perhaps have subsided under the influence | 
|| of time or a better understanding among ourselves, | 
| I understand the honorable Senator from Mibssis- | 


'| sippi to introduce the resolution with a view to 


|| give to the measures of compromise an authority || 
which they do not possess by the act of legislation | 


conducted with all the forms which the Constitu- 
tion requires. Can he expect to do so? 
|, give them any other authority—any other influ- 
| ence by a vote of this Senate than they would 
| have had withoutit? Can he reconcile me to 
|| these measures by his vote or the vote of his 
| friends? Sir, he knows the opinion I entertain of 
| these measures, and the manner in which they 
were introduced and passed in this body. I then 
denounced them. I now denounce them; because I 
|| believe that they have made a precedent in the 

political history of this country, under the influ- 

ence of which this Union, wielded by a despotic 
| majority, will survive the Constitution. I believe 
|| now, as T believed then, that they were passed in 
| violation of the spirit of the guarantees calculated 
| to protect one section of this Union. Does the 


| 


|| gentleman suppose that the South is to have secu- | 


|| rity by an assurance such as he proposes? Does 
|| he expect that I, who have heretofore denounced 
|| these measures, shall now consent to put upon 
|| them the seal of approbation, and to kiss the rod 
|| of oppression, as I have regarded it? Sir, I cannot, 
|) with Deuidical devotion, worship at the foot of a 


of the bill has been seized upon by certain per- | 


pis being successfully made, at some | 
) 


It is a mode of pro- | 


I have no right to arraign the gentle- | 


|| his object, I have no right to dispute, for he has || 
|| avowed it; but as to what will be the effect of this 


against this mode of proceeding as unusual, as | 


Can he | 





} 
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| 
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tree whose fruits are to be bitterness and destryc. 
tion to my posterity. 

If there is any one thing in the political history 
of this country that will be developed by time, it 
H will be this: that the Constitution of the United 
|| States never can be amended. I think it may be 
|| proclaimed as a settled fact, that the Constitution, 
| which has been in operation for more than sixty 
'| years, never will be amended. And why? Be. 
|| Cause as soon as we meet with any difficulty from 

the administration of the Government—as soon ag 
| any ee eee of affairs is presented—what 
| is the expedient? Do we apply that great princi. 
| ple provided for in the Constitution of the Tnited 
|| States, by which it cam be amended? No, sir, 
|| Fhe resort is to compromise, or to enlarging, by 
|| construction, some of the provisions of the Con- 
|| stitution. Whois it that will dictate compromises 
| of this kind, and give to the Constitution its char- 
‘| acter under their operation? Will it be the mi- 

nority? Will it be those whose interests have 

suffered and whose interests are in danger? No, 
|| sir. Whenever constitutions have to be patched 
|| up by compromises,or to be changed by construc- 


|| tion, depend upon it, such propositions will never 
|| come from a minority. All expedients of that 
1] kind will proceed from a majority—the majority 
|| who have the temptation of interest to consult in 
giving charaeter to the institutions of the country. 

I am unwilling to go further imto this debate at 
this time, except to protest against this mode of 
attempting to influence the deliberations of another 
'| assembly in my own State. I was in hopes that 
they would beallowed to deliberate the great ques- 
tion which they are called upon to consider fairly, 
|| and under auspices favorable to the protection of 
|| those whose rights have been violated, in my opin- 
ion, and whose political existence wil) be doomed, 
| if expedients of this kind are to be submitted to 

by those who represent that section of the coun- 
j try. Will the Lenevide gentleman tell me that 
|| our institutions are not in danger, when he tells 
| us*that the billows of the free-soil agitation are 
| already beating upon the base of the Constitution? 

When he tells me that our institutions are in dan- 
|| ger from agitation of this kind, does he expect to 
|| give me security by having a vote in favor of 
'| measures which I have heretofore denounced and 
made war upon, and shall eontinue to denounce 
and make war upon, as our fathers made war on 
the alien and eedbtinn laws, as long as I believed 
they had been framed in a spirit unfavorable and 
unfriendly to the rights and institutions of those 
whom I represent? 

If this discussion had not been commenced, | 
do not think I should have opened my mouth upon 
this subject during this session of Congress, and I 
have uttered these few sentences to let the gentle- 
man know my position, and to let him know the 
opinions entertained by morethan myself. It may 
be that by singing his peans to the Union he may 
hush for a moment the tumult and opposition of 
those who would never have made war upon it if 
it had not been patched up and patched up by 
compromise, and compromise, and compromise! 
From whom do these compromises come? Never 
from the weaker portion. 

Sir, I believe that the Southern people are a 
doomed people if proceedings of this kind are al- 
lowed to go forth. God knows there is no man 
upon earth who would go further than myself to 
prevent anarchy, and hostility, and blood, and 
|| violence in this age of reason, intelligence, and 
|| wisdom, to effect any reforms. It is alien to the 
|| genius of our institutions and the spirit of the 
| common law of Engiand, to effect any reform by 
violence and civil war. But if the Southern peo- 
| ple and the Southern Representatives are not more 
'| united, I cannot answer for consequences. If 
|| these measures, which are intended, { suppose, to 
|| be somewhat improved by this indorsement, are 
|| intrinsically good, I cannot perceive any advan- 
'| tage to be derived from this resolution. It does 
look to me very much as if the gentleman was 
following the example of Lycurgus, who, after 
makin Cowe, imposed on those who were to obey 
them the injunction that they were never to be 
changed 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. Until he returned. 

Mr. BUTLER. Perhaps the Senator is going 
away, wishing to leave injunctions like those 
which Lycurgus left. : 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I shall certainly 
come back. Lycurgus did not return. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Mr. BUTLER. The gentleman, then, is imi- | 
tating Lycurgus. He does not wish these laws 





to be changed until he does come back; and he || 


says that he is coming back. 

Mr. FOOTE. The difference is that Lycurgus | 
went away with the intention never to return, | 
whereas | go animo revertendo, for 1 design return- 
ing in little more than a year from this time. 
Mr. BUTLER. Then the gentleman intends | 
to be superior to Lycurgus. Heis going to come 
back when he pleases, Nothing can prevent him; 
not even death itself. I understood that Lycur- 
gus went away expecting to die. I would not 
wish any such fate to befall the gentleman; but it | 
js not for him to control his fate and to come back 
whenever he pleases. 

Mr. FOOTE. My Union-loving Legislature | 
will send me back 


Mr. BUTLER. Thatis relying upon the fidel- | with the oo domestic concerns of any State in | 


| the Confe 


> 


ity of your *‘ faithful commoners. 

“Mr. FOOTE. Ido rely upon them. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not wish to protract my 
remarks. I may have occasion when I have de- | 
liberated more upon the subject to say something 
else. I would wish to say nothing now incon- 
sistent with the gravity of the subject and what 
should become the deliberations of this body. 
If the debate shall be continued hereafter, I may 


/ advert to the fact, in offering the resolution to the | 


| ate, Mr. President, in reference to this very deli- 
|| cate point, and say that if the favorable action of 


take occasion to go into it fully. 


Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I shall claim the 
attention of the Senate, Mr. President, for a short 
period only, in responding to the very extraordi- 
nary harangue with which the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Butier] has favored us this morn- 
ing. The exhibition which has just drawn toa 


this body, as assuredly it has astounded myself; 
though there seems to be more or less reason to 
suppose that the honorable gentleman did not | 
come to the conclusion to entertain us in a manner | 
so striking and peculiar without considerable pre- 
vious deliberation. Indeed, I should conjecture, 
from something in the honorable gentleman’s man- 
ner and certain attendant circumstances, that the 
part which he has deemed it becoming to enact | 
this morning, was devolved upon him, to some 

extent, as the result of previous concert and con- 

sultation. At any rate, it would be wronging the 

gentleman, I imagine, very greatly not to sup- | 
pose that the speech which he has just delivered 

was the fruit of much meditation, as surely it 

ought to have been. 
the gentleman all the credit to which he may be 
intrinsically entitled for having made just such 


temperate, dignified, and statesman-like speech, as | 


might have been expected from a Senator of his 
high reputation after the fullest deliberation and the 
amplest consultation. 
Mr. BUTLER. 
human being, and very little deliberation upon 
this resolution, for I only heard of it a short time 


0. 
“i. FOOTE. Then the gentleman has had the 
misfortune to have been inops concilii. It would 
seem that he has neither consulted his friends nor 
his own sound understanding, as in justice to him- 
self and the grave subject under consideration, he 
should have done before he ventured upon that 
stormy sea of controversy, amid whose swelling 
waves he has been essaying to navigate. What 


the honorable gentleman can see in this poor reso- | 


lution of mine to justify him in that fierce revolu- 
tionary harangue, to which he has just given 
utterance, is entirely beyond my powers of dis- 
cernment. 
personally insulting to that gentleman, or his sen- 


sibilities? Is there anything in it insulting to any | 


of the sovereign States of this Confederacy? Was 
there anything in the few remarks which I offered 
to the Senate in support of the resolution, breath- 
ing the least discourtesy or suggestive of the least 
disrespect to any human being in the world? The 
Senate will bear me witness that I am innocent in 
all these respects; and yet the gentleman says that 
this is a very offensive resolution; and he rather 
intimates that it is intended to have a special effect 
in some vicinage of the South, where deliberations 
are now in progress which the honorable gentle- 
man fears may be more or less disturbed 
adoption of such a resolution as the one before 
us. Sir, I confess that I do not exactly under- 
stand the honorable gentleman upon this point. 
Certainly the resolution was introduced for no 
sinister or concealed purpose, nor for any purpose 


I have had concert with no | 


Is there anything im the resolution | 


y the | 
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not clearly explained by me already. It is quite || 
a mistake to suppose that I designed to interfere 
at all with any such deliberations as he more than || 
hints may be now going on in his own State, hav- | 
ing in view the withdrawal of that respected State 

from the Confederacy. Indeed I did not at all | 


consideration of the Senate, that such deliberations 
as the gentleman refers to were going on. I will | 
deal very frankly with the gentleman and the Sen- | 


the Senate upon this resolution should have the 
effect of quieting excitement in South Carolina, 
and effectually reconciling that noble State to re- | 
maining in the Confederacy, I shall be rejoiced 
beyond measure at such aresult. But, sir, T again | 
solemnly disclaim having intended to intermeddle 


eracy, or to obstruct any proceedings | 
of a domestic character which may be now in prog- | 
ress in South Carolina. 

But the gentleman says, and certainly not with 
his accustomed courtesy, that, in his judgment, 
this resolution is unwise and unnecessary. That 
is the gentleman’s opinion. Well, sir, in my | 
judgment, I will not say the resolution is a wise 
one, as this might look a little egotistical, but I 
will aver that I consider it quite a judicious one, | 
and, under all the circumstances which surround | 


| us, almost indispensably necessary to the public 


| repose and safety. 


| 


| 





Well, sir, I will accord to | 





| no such death-producing fruit has yet fallen from 








| 


I wish to make known to the 
honorable gentleman, also, that, (varying very de- 
cidedly from his own example on this occasion,) I 


| did not introduce the resolution until I had made 
close, sir, must have surprised every member of || the movement which it proposes the subject of much 


many gentlemen of acknowledged wisdom and of 
tried patriotism; and its introduction was therefore 


| not determined upon by me until men far sager than 
] on had thus aided me with their valuable coun- 
se 


| 


s. | regret that I have not had the good fortune to | 
secure the honorable gentleman’s co6perative aid in 
support of my resolution; and he will allow me to 
express the regret, which I should certainly feel, | 
should I find out, or have reason to believe here- | 
after, that he would have been somewhat more | 
inclined to have been a co-laborer with me on this 
occasion had the State of Mississippi not refused | 
so signally in September last to coéperate with 
certain persons in South Carolina in breaking up 
the Union. I protest most seriously against such 
a perversion of the lex talionis principle on the 
part of the honorable gentleman. 

The Senator said, I think, something about his 
not being willing to worship at the foot of a tree 
that bears poisonous fruit; and he says this in 
reference to the measures of compromise referred | 
to in the resolution. I am not entirely certain 
that I duly comprehend this figurative language, 
which, to say the least of it, is as mystical in 
meaning as ‘it is trite in allusion; but if I am 
to understand the honorable Senator as com- 
paring the whole series of measures embraced in 
the plan of adjustment to a tree bearing fruit de- 
structive of human life, then I must tell him that 


———_-_— 


the boughs of that goodly tree upon the sacred.soil | 
of Mississippi, and that [ am of opinion that the 
honorable gentleman has been unfortunate enough 
wholly to have misconiceived the true character and | 
bearing of the measures in question. 

Sir, what are those measures, that they sheuld 
thus be denounced before the country’ Have 
they so operated as to injure any State of the Con- 
federacy in any substantial respect whatsoever? 
Have they not rescued the Republic from such | 
dangers as never were known to menace it with 
destruction at any former period of our history? | 
Is there a single one of them all that can be justly | 
charged with violating the Constitution, or with | 
threatening serious detriment, or any detriment | 
whatever, to any section of the Union in all com- | 
ing time? I shall not at present go into a minute |, 
examination of these measures; it is not necessary. | 
But the Senate, I know, will bear with me whilst | 
I offer a brief and running commentary upon them, | 
in order to show how little they deserve the harsh | 
crimination which they have chia day received at 
the hands of the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, in the progress of a speech which, IJ || 
must say, has been declamatory from beginning | 
to end, and in which I cannot now recollect a! 
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single sentence that approximated to the dignity 


|| of argument. 


_ To begin with the California question. Sir, it 
is perfectly well known here that I did not vote 
for the admission of California. It was not in my 
power to do so, without violating public sentiment 
among my own particular constituents, unless in- 
deed that act should be made to form part of a 
general scheme of settlement; and I decidedly pre- 
ferred, at any rate, voting for the retention of 
California in the territorial condition for a year or 
two. My reasons for desiring that this should he 
the condition of California for a short period, 
were stated very frankly and fully at the time, in 
hearing of this body, and I shal! not now recitethem. 
But I wish it to be understood, sir, that I never 
regarded such act of admission as at al! violative 
of the Constitution. On the contrary, I have con- 
stantly been of opinion, that there was no ground 
for doubt upon this point; and I am happy to 
recollect that my own honored constituents have 
at all time, with singular unanimity, entertained 
the same opinion. Indeed, Mr. President, I think 
myself justified in believing that there were never, 
even in this body, any considerable number of 
gentlemen who were willing to risk their character 
as public men before the country, by the assertion 
that the act of Californian admission was uncon- 
stitutional in its character. I well recollect that 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia, who sits 
over the way, [Mr. Hunrer,] in his celebrated 
protest, cautiously declined the assumption of any 
such position, and if I do not err in memory, that 
gentleman intimated, at the time of its presentation 
here, an impression that the measure of admission 


I] was not fairly subject to objection upon mere con- 
i calm and dispassionate examination, nor until I | 
|| had consulted, as to the expediency of offering it, 


stitutional grounds. If the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, to whom I am at present respond- 
ing, entertained the opinion upon this question 
which he now expresses, he certainly inal noth- 
ing like a regular argument in support of this view 
of the subject, or if he did do so, it was not of a 
nature sufficiently striking to fix itself distinctly in 
my memory. Sir, California was admitted just in 
the mode adopted for the admission of every hew 
State that has heretofore entered into the Confed- 
eracy. If she was unconstitutionally admitted, 
none of the new States heretofore admitted have 
ever yet found their way into the Confederacy in 
such manner as to entitle them to recoguition, as 
legitimately appertaining to our Confederacy of 
sovereign States. Sir, 1 will not argue the question 
at length; it would be wholly profitless to do so. 
3ut let me ask the honorable Senator if it be in hia 
power to show in what manner the admission of 
California has been at all detrimental to any of the 
older States of the Confederacy? In what respect 


is it possible that any such detriment could have 
been €xperienced’? Have the people of California 
not been as good citizens since their admission as 


one of the sovereign States of this Union, as they 
were antecedent thereto? Have not the governmen- 
tal proceedings of that new State been such as should 
command the respect of the nation? Is ii vot an 
ascertained fact, and does not the gentleman from 
South Carolina know, that the people of Califor- 
nia have shown themselves as free from al! senti- 
ments of hostility to our peculiar institutions of the 
South as the citizens of any Southern State in the 
Union? If he is not aware of the fact, 
to inform him, that the sentiment of fanatical op- 
position to the system of domestic slavery exist- 
ing in the South, has never yet made itself mupi- 
fest in the legislative councils of this new State. I 


Il bee leave 


say this in hearing of those altogether competent to 
correct me if Iam in error upon the subject. Be- 


sides, the Senator from South Carolina should 
recollect that California, from the moment of her 
admission, has been represented in this Chamber 
by a gentleman whom we all respect, and who 
on all occasions has shown himself, in reference 
to the delicate and distracting questions which have 
placed the Republic in so much jeopardy, a true 

atriot, a zealous supporter of the constitutional 
rights of the South, and an unswerving friend of 
the Union. The admission of California, then, T 
contend has done us no injury, and the particular 
section of which the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina is the faithful and efficient representative 
here, has had no reason, thus far, to corplain of 
such admission. 

Now, sir, let us turn our attention fora moment 
to what is called the territorial acts. These bills 
provide territorial governments for Utah and New 
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Mexico, without the Wilmot proviso. : 

of these acts provides, in the most emphatic and | 
distinct manner, for the extension of the Consti- | 
tution awd laws of the Union to said Territories: 

thus securing, as I suppose all jurists worthy of 


the name weuld decide, the effectual abrogation of | 


the Mexican laws abolishing slavery. ‘These acts 
provide, as the Senator well knows, in addition, 
that the Territories to which they apply, when 
they shall become States, shall come into the Union 
with or without slavery, as the people thereof may, 
in their constitution, Toate: and this provision is 
equally effectual in regard to all the States into 
which these Territories may be hereafler subdi- 
vided. Surely the Senator from South Carolina 
will rejoice with me that such are the terms on 
which territorial governments have been established 
in Utah and New Mexico, instead of extending to 
them what is known as the Missouri compromise 
line, as some ultraists in the South have contended 
should have been done. We all know that the 
Missouri compromise provides, in express terms, 
for the prohibition of slavery in all the territories 
of the Union north of 36° 30’ north latitude. Now 
the principle of this boasted compromise applied 
to Utah would have at once driven all the slave- 
holders and their slaves now resident there, and 
enjoying the protection of law therein, beyond the 
confines of that Territory, and have closed the 


Utah is known to be situated north of the line of 
36° 30’. How this could at all benefit the South, 
remains yet for the learned doctors of the Secession 
school to show. To my simple apprehension it 
would be nothing more nor less than applying 
the hated Wilmot proviso to Utah. Sir, let me 
remind the Senator from South Carolina of the 
fact, that every Southern Senator, save two, voted 
for the Uteh bill. Especially do I wish to re- 
mind him that his close and intimate ally, the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] 
voted for the Utah bill, as he did also, according 
to his own declaration to me this morning, for | 
the New Mexican territorial bill—which is in all 
material respects correspondent therewith. Surely 
the honorable gentleman from South Carolina will 
not think of seriously reprehending this portion of 
the measures of adjustment, since, in order to do 


so with effect, he will have to unite in censuring 
those with whom I know it has long been his 
highest pride to act here. 

Is it the Texas and New Mexican boundary 
act that the honorable gentleman supposes should 


awaken so much dissatisfaction to the South? As 
to this point I shallask leave to turn him over to 
the honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Ber- | 


RIEN,] under whose monitions, and at the instiga- || 


tion of whose eloquent persuasions, the Senate is | 
known to have given its sanction to this measure. 
By this act the disputed boundary line between | 
Texas and New Mexico was definitively settled, 
and civil war, then seriously menaced, most happi- 
ly prevented. Theterritory purchased from Texas 
now placed under the authority of the Government 
of New Mexico, became part of the Union under 
the resolution of Texan annexation; which reso- 
lution provided expressly that all new States intu 
which Texas might be subdivided at any future 

eriod, lying north of 36° 30’ north latitude, should 

e free States. It has been seen that the act estab- 
lishing a territorial government for New Mexico, 
brought into operation a principle far more favor- 
able than this rule of 36° 30’ to our Southern insti- 
tutions. Does the Senator from South Carolina 
object to this important emendation of the Texan 
resolution of annexation, when, as he must per- | 
ceive, by means of it, slave States are allowed to 
spring up hereafter, where before this plan of set- 
tlement was adopted it was impossible that any | 
but free States could exist? 


Perhaps the gentleman mainly objects to the || 


District of Columbia bill, as it is called. Well, 
sir, if he does, | have to say to him that he objects 
to what has been the law of this District during 


the whole of the present century. The act of | 


Congress of 180], to which the signature of Thom- 
as Jefferson was attached, which adopted the 
old Maryland law on this subject and gave full 
validity and binding effect to the same in the | 
pert of the District not retroceded at the period of | 
this enactment to the State of Virginia, having | 
been far more stringent in its terms than the act of | 
1850; the former having provided, under the pre- | 
cise penalties of the present law, too, not only 


Again, each | againat the bringing of slaves into the District for | 


sale here, or for deposit here and sale elsewhere, 


f 


&c., of all slaves brought hither, for any purpose | 


whatsoever. 


I can scarcely believe that the honorable gentle- 


man can have intended to be understood on this 
occasion #s murmuring over the passage of the 
fugitive slave law; though I believe | do not err in 


supposing the Senator from South Carolina not to | 
| have attached as much importance to this partic- | 
ular enactmentas some other gentlemen are known | 
| to have done, who represented in Congress the || 


border States ef the Union. I recollect, too, quite 


| vividly, various declarations, in this Chamber and 
| elsewhere, at different times, made by certain 
Southern gentlemen of extreme opinions, that no 


great appreciation was due to this particular enact- 


| ment, since it only carried out a plain provision of 


| the Constitution. 


It is also not forgotten by me, 
and I hope that it is not forgotten by the Senate 


| either, that this particular act would have been 
| passed by the two Houses of Congress at a much 
| earlier period of the session before the last than it 
| was, but for the fact that it was not deemed politic 


by certain Southern Senators, who had special 
charge of the subject, to report a bill for the recap- 


‘| under which they live. 


tion and restoration of fugitives from service until | 


tions connected with the subject of domestic sla- 


Congress. 
exposition of this matter here, and cannot have 


it should be ascertained that all the other ques- | 
same forever to the reception of slavery; since all of | 


| very were likely to be satisfactorily disposed of in | 
The Senate will remember my former | 


| of fact connected with this delicate point, when I | 
| declared, in hearing of honorable Senators from 
| the South, who could not deny the truth of what || 


I said, that the honorable Senator from Michigan, || permitted to declare my profound regret at finding 


{Mr. Cass,] and other Senators from the States of 
the North, now present, and whom I could easily 
name, requested me to see the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. eat) and the Senator from South 
Carolina, to whom | am now replying, at a very 


early day of the session then in progress, and to || has been pleased to complain specially, and with 


urge upon them both the importance of their re- || an emphasis not a IXtle imposing, that the time 


porting a bill without delay which, when it 
should become a law, would secure full justice 
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I invoke his special attention. There is no part 


|| of the plan of compromise that is repealable in jis 
but having denounced the penalty of forfeiture, | 


| character except the fugitive slave bill and the 


District of Columbia bill. The latter I have shown 
to be unworthy of a moment’s consideration, 
California is already in the Union, and there is no 


/remedy known to the Constitution by means of 
| which she can be expelled therefrom and restored 


to the territorial state. The territorial govern. 
ments are established, and on such principles ag 
Southern men have always advocated; and | sup- 
pose that the honorable Senator would hardly cop. 
tend that Congress could, otherwise than by 


ot usurpation of power, and a most shame- 


ess violation of vested rights, deprive the people 
of Utah and New Mexico, so long cut off from 
the blessings of regular government, of the pro. 
tection now afforded to them by the Governments 
Texas has received her 
ten millions of dollars, or a large portion thereof, 


'and all sensible men know that there are no 
| constitutional means of getting it back withou: 
| her consent; whilst no one possessed of a par- 
| ticle of sanity would conjecture that she would 
| ever willingly restore the benefits of a contract 


| 80 manifestly advantageous to’ her. 


] The great 
practical question at last upon my resolution is, 


| Shall the fugitive slave lag be faithfully enforced 2 


In other words, Will our brethren of the North, 


| through their representatives in the two Houses 
| of Congress, now declare, in some formal! legis!a- 


tive mode, that they will hereafter exert them- 


|| selves faithfully and energetically to give full effect 
| forgotten my statement of an important matter |) 


to this law, and thus evince their determination to 
see perfect justice done to their fellow-citizens of 
the South? I repeat, this is the only important 
question now before the Senate; and I must be 


that every Senator from the South is not found 
willing to co6perate in a movement upon the suc- 


| cess of which the security and repose of that sec- 
|| tion of the Union are undeniably staked. 


The honorable gentleman from South Carolina 


| seems to have gone by for amendments of the 


| to the South in regard to fugitives from ser- || 


| vice, pledgin 


| be free from constitutional objections. 


ging themselves to vote for any bill 


which should be thus reported, which should 


| tives of honorable Senators in not reporting this 
bill earlier I have never arraigned, nor do 1 on the 








present occasion. They were doubtless conscien- 


| tious in their action, though I thought them at the 


time injudicious in the course adopted y them, 
as I still do: the reason given me for delaying 
the reporting of this bill, that if the question in- 
volved therein should be satisfactorily adjusted at 
that time, it might prove impossible thereafter to 
rouse the border States to energetic action in co- 
operation with the other Southern States, for the 


Constitution of the United States, without which, 
I suppose, the honorable gentleman would have 


|| us to understand the Southern States of the Union 


vindication of their essential rights, never having | 


been considered by me to be of a character suffi- 


| ciently solid to entitle it to operate potentially 


upon the deliberations of Congress. I repeat, Mr. 
President, that I cannot suppose that the honor- 


anything in this particular law to demand that ex- 


hibition of his powers of parliamentary objurga- | 


tion which we have witnessed this morning. To 
be sure, I was aware that when the President of 
the United States, in the course of the last winter, 


ealled our attention to the riotous proceedings in | 


Boston, in oppesition to this law—a painful re- 


| membrance of which I suppose all now present to 
| bear in mind—there were Southern Senators pres- 


ent, yea, sir, Southern Senators, too, who assume 


to be the peculiar and exclusive guardians of the | 
South—who did not hesitate to avow the opinion || 
that any attempt on the part of the Executive to | 


put down, by military force, such an armed oppo- 


sition to the law as was known to have been set | 
on foot, would be a most outrageous usurpation of || 


authority, and a serious violation of the rights of || tion of his countrymen, or to complain that this 


the sovereign State of Massachusetts. Mr. Pres- 


| ident, this doctrine was at the time most justly | 


denounced in this body, and its upholders most de- | 


servedly chastised; and the same doctrine has been 
regularly adjudged, by all intelligent men in the 
South, to have been in its inception little better 
than sheer nonsense. 

Now, sir, I shall state a proposition to the hon- 
honorable Senator from South Carolina, to which 


| stated in this Chamber. 


|| cannot remain safely inthe Confederacy. This is 
The mo- 


not the first time that I have heard this proposition 


When I heard it first, I 
was not a little startled by its enunciation. I pro- 


| tested against it the next day as of a character 


highly dangerous to the peace of the pega I 
meet it again now in the same spirit, for I con- 


| sider the honorable Senator from South Carolina 
_as clearly intimating that some constitutional 


amendment is at this moment indispensable to the 


| peace and happiness of the Union. Sir, the only 
|| constitutional amendment that I have heard of 


‘| lately, is that extraordinary one recommended in 


a certain posthumous political volume. with which 
I hope every man in America will shortly make 


| himself acquainted. The amendment suggested 


in this volume proposes, that instead of choosing 


| one President of the United States, we should here- 
able Senator from South Carolina could have seen |) 


after have two elected—one from the North, by 


| Northern votes—one from the South, by Southern 


votes. Each of these Presidents is,I believe, to have 


| the command of the Army and Navy of the Union, 
| and a double veto power is to be exercised by them. 
| Such an amendment would, as every man of prac- 


tical good sense in the world will readily decide, 
break up the Union in about four or five weeks. 


| Now, if it is such a fantastical amendment as this, 
| or anything like it, that the honorable gentleman 


from South Carolina wishes incorporated into that 


| sacred instrument, I would.counsel him most seri- 


ously to let the Constitution of our fathers alone 


| for the present, or at least to be certain that he has 


some scheme of emendation already matured more 
worthy of approval than the one just specified, 
before he ventures either to obtrude it on the atten- 


| noblest production of the human understanding 


} 


has lost all those high capacities which the wise 
men of the land once supposed it to possess, of 


| securing the freedom and happiness of the mil- 
| lions living under its protection, as long as civili- 


1 


! 


zation and social virtue should continue to dwell 
in this favored hemisphere. 

The honorable gentleman complains somewhat 
vehemently of the want of union in the South, and 
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declares that the Southern States will be inevitably 
ruined unless there is more of concord and united 
action among them. There are two answers .to 
this part of the honorable gentleman’s speech. 
First, I am of opinion that the South is really al- 
ready in quite a united condition—every Southern 
State, except South Carolina, having clearly and 
undeniably decided in favor of acquiescence in the 
acts of Adjustment; and secondly, if thereisa want 
of absolute union in the South upon the questions 
embraced in the plan of settlement, it is simply 
because a small minority of Southern men, who 
seem to imagine themselves the whole South, re- 
fuse to pay a proper deference to the views of an 
overwhelming majority, who are entirely satisfied 
with what Congress has done to compose the trou- 
blous feelings of the nation, which minority are 
constantly urging upon their countrymen some vis- 
ionary project, of one kind or another, a 
by them to be an absolute sine qua non to the true 
happiness and glory of the nation. ; 
feel justified in adding, sir, that the intelligent 
citizens represented in this bony by the gentleman 
himself, are quite inclined to allow the country to 
return to that state of repose which it formerly 
enjoyed; inasmuch as they have recently deter- 
mined, by an overwhelming majority, not to secede 
from the Union on account of grievances imagined 
at present to exist, nor until some other Southern 
State shall testify a willingness to unite with them 
in this perilous experiment—which I confidently 
believe is a state of things that will never be 
realized. Sir, I must be allowed to express the 
hich gratification which I have derived from the 
final decision of the people of South Carolina in 
opposition to the mischievous counsels of that band 
of demagogues who have sought to involve them in 
schemes of rank diswnion and foul treason. I have 
rejoiced particularly over this happy result, Mr. 
President, because I had more than a year since 
redicted it both here and elsewhere. I always 
(relieved that the people of South Carolina, when 
allowed to think calmly and to act maturely upon 
this vital and momentous question of Union and 
Disunion, would:so demean themselves as to prove 
to the world their utter unwillingness deliberately 
to surrender their own repose and happiness in or- 
der to gratify the unscrupulous aspirations of am- 
bitious demagogues. I rejoice, sir, that the mate- 
rials have been thussupplied for that which cannot 
but be recognized by posterity as the brightest 
page in the history of this ancient Commonwealth; 
and [ trust that the day is yet far distant when, 
deluded by evil counsels, her people shall delibe- 
rately prefer the scenes of bloo y anarchy and 
lawless confusion to the multiplied and unappre- 
ciable blessings which result from the sound and 
honest administration of a wise and beneficent zov- 
ernment. 
Mr. BUTLER. I wish to make an explanation. 
I must advert to some of the remarks of the gen- 
tleman. There is one part of his remarks that 
applied to me, I suppose, as chairman of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, in delaying to bring in the 
fugitive slave bill at as early a time as practicable, 
that it might have been acted upon. Now that 
fugitive slave bill was introduced by myself, as 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, one session 
before it was taken up and acted uponatall. I 
hope that as long asd am the chairman or the organ 
of the committee, I shall never use my accidental 
oo for any party purpose whatever. It has 
een my practice, as the representative of a com- 
mittee, to bring in any measures ordered by that 
committee as early as practicable, and I brought 
in that measure one session before it was finally 
adopted. When my friend from Virginia [Mr. 
Mason] offered a substitute for it it was then in his 
hands, so far as regarded the amendment. That 
bill was called up in the early part of the session 
for consideration, and as the chairman of the com- 
mittee I made some remarks upon it. I was 
followed by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Mason, ] en, at the instance of the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crav,] these com- 
promise measures were introduced, with a requeest 
that the consideration of the fugitive slave bill 
should be suspended until it should make a part of 
those measures. 

Now, what my honorable friend from Virginia 
may havesaid to the gentleman in private, I know 
not. IF do not undertake to say what he may have 
remarked, for I have had no conversation with him 
on the subject. I am not very much in the habit 
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doubt that my friend from Virginia might have 
said, Why take up this measure separately and 
alone, and thus weaken ourselves in the great con- 
test in which we are engaged? | may say that there 


| is no one on this floor who has acted so many 
| different parts as the Senator from Mississippi. [f 


I recollect aright his name was signed to a paper, 
which was sent to the Governor of his State, warn- 
ing the people of that State against the dangers 
which .were impending over us by one of the 
measures he has so much praised to-day. 

Mr. FOOTE. All of which are obviated by this 
scheme of adjustment. 

Mr. BUTLER, The Senator condemned that 


|} measure separately. He denounced italone. But 


it seems that when it went with something else, he 
was willing to acquiesce. 

Mr, FOOTE. I wish to explain. I did unite 
in a letter which the gentleman has evidently not 
read, in which I did state, on the 2ist of January, 
of that very session, that California would be ad- 
mittedinto the Union, and united also in calling 
for instructions from the Legislature of the State 


| as to what that body might deem right and proper, 


under the circumstances, if California should be 
admitted. There is not one word in that letter 
intimating the unconstitutionality of the admission 


of California. I had introduced a resolution early | 


in the session asserting the expediency of estab- 


lishing a territorial government in California. I | 


had made a speech in support of it, and the only 
one that was made. I did not oppose the admis- 
sion of California on constitutional grounds at all, 
but on grounds of expediency, and from regard 
to what I deemed the usage applying to such cases. 
After that, when there was # proposition pending 
in both Houses of Congress to admit California 
as a separate measure, conceiving, as I did, that 


its admission, in this form, would be objection- | 


able; that instead of settling the questions grow- 


|ing out of the institution of slavery it would 
obstruct such settlement;-under these circum- | 
| stances I united in that letter. 


I said in that letter, 
which was very hastily drawn up by one of my 
colleagues, but which | still stand by, as my name 
was subscribed to it, that the application of Cali- 
fornia to obtain admission into the Union, under 
all the circumstances of the case, was (not the 
Wilmot proviso) but an attempt to obtain the pas- 
sage of the Wilmot proviso in another form. 1 
said it was an attempt, on the part of those press- 
ing it as a separate measure, to obtain precisely 
those advantages in favor of the North over the 
South in California which the Wilmot proviso 


contemplated; but I aver that I never did under- | 


take to say, in any shape or form, either to our 


Governor or to any one else, that I conceived the | 
admission of California to be unconstitutional, | 


and that its admission would justify extreme 
measures on the part of the South. What I in- 
sisted upon was, that it should form part of a 
general scheme of adjustment. I speak in the 
presence of Senators who recollect my whole 
course on the subject. 

I did not charge the Senator himself with having 
the conversation to which I alluded in reference to 
the fugitive slave bill, but the gentleman must recol- 


| lect that I went to him repeatedly and urged that 


the bill should be reported to the Senate. My 
friend from Indiana, [Mr. Wurrcoms,| and my 
friend from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] will recollect 
that they urged me to go to these gentlemen and 
request them to bring forward the bill. 
formed my mission, and was answered in the 


manner I have before stated. “ The gentleman | 
being known to be on terms of extreme intimacy | 


and confidence with the Senator from Virginia, 


when the latter gentleman replied to my prope | 
sition in the manner which I have before re- | 
ported to the Senate, 1 did conceive they were | 


acting upon something like a concerted plan. I 


did not undertake to censure them, for I have no | 


doubt they both conceived it inexpedient at that 
time to push that particular question to a settle- 


ment; since other questions remained unsettled, | 


the adjustment of which would be facilitated, as 
they may have supposed, by keeping the fugitive 
slave question open. 

Mr. BUTLER, Theexplanation which I gave 
of what took place in reference to the fugitive 
slave bill cannot be contradicted. It is my duty, 


reer. to refer to some other remarks of the 
nator, and to say something with regard to 
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ting private conversations. I have no | 


| forts more than he does. 


[ per- | 


|| duction into the ports of the United States of for- 


and present land officers at C 


E. — . 


en 


them. I intend to be very cool and deliber- 
ate. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator under- 
stood me as saying anything at al! calculated to 
connect him with any improper movements here 
or elsewhere, adverse to es Snion, he misunder- 
stood me. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 9, 1051. 

Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Burien. 

Mr. Hovusrox, of Texas, appeared in his seat 
this morning. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. MILLER. I have been requested to pre- 
sent the petition of petty officers in behalf of the 
crew of the United States frigate Congress, asking 
Congress to repeal acertain amendment made ‘to 
the Navy appropriation bill at the last session, 
which deprives them of what they consider an 
important privilege. I beg leave to state of what 
itis they complain. Ever since the organizauon 
of the Government, the seaman has had the privi- 
lege of receiving money in lieu of such rations os, 
by a very rigid economy in the consumption of 
his allowance, could be stopped, by which he was 
enabled f> provide himself with some comforts 
which did not belong to the ration. The Naval 
Committee at the last session of Congress deprived 


| him of that privilege, and now he is compelied to 


take his rations as they come to him. 

Now, Mr. President, there are few men in the 
service of the Government who have fewer coim- 
forts than the common seaman, and yet at the 
same time, no man could enjoy those little com- 
We deprived him of his 


grog. He, beinga man of reform, submitted to 
that. We took away flogging; with Chrisuan 


patience he submitted to that. And now, we have 
made an attack upon this little privilege of com- 
muting his rations. That is too much for the 
sailor even to bear. I move that this petition be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
hope that it will receive their early attanuon. 

“he petition was so referred. 

Mr. CLARKE presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth Arnold, only daughter of Jonathan Pitcher, 
deceased, an officer in the Navy during the revo- 
lutionary war, praying to be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Ambrose 


| W. Thompson, proposing to establish, with the 


approbation of Congress, a line of mail steamers 
between California and China; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLARKE submitted documents relating to 
the claim of Samuel Crafin, a pensioner of the 
United States, to an increase of pension; which 


| were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial of vol- 
unteers in the last war with Great Britain, praying 
a further grant of bounty lands to the officers and 
soldiers of that war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Easton, North- 
ampton county, Pennsylvania, praying a further 
grant of bounty lands to the officers and soldiers of 
the last war with Great Britain; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing the enactment of a law to prohibit the intro- 


eign convicts, felons, and paupers; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Leon- 
ard J. Thomas, praying that pensioners under the 
act of April 24, 1816, may be entitled to draw 
pensions from the date of the passage of said act; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the me- 
morial of Mary W. Thompson, widow of Alex- 
ander B. Thompson, deceased, late an officer in 
the Army, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Jo- 
seph Gideon, praying compensation for services 
performed by him as an acting purser in the Navy, 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs. ‘ 


Mr. BORLAND presented a petition of the late 
ksville, Arkan- 
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aas, praying additional compensation for services 
in locating military bounty land warrants; and 
stated that a bill answering oe of the pe- 
titioners had three times passed the Senate and 
failed in the House for various reasons. It was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of George 
C. Paine and Polly Teall, heirs of Brinton Paine, 
deceased, an officer in the revolutionary war, 
praying to be allowed back pay and a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial of the committee of the In- 
dustrial Congress of New York, praying that no 


change may be made in the existing bounty land | 


laws tending to increase speculation in the pub- 
lic lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Adam 
Hays, a pensioner of the United States, praying 
to be allowed arrears of pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented two petitions of 
citizens of Virginia, and a petition of citizens of 
Mississippi, praying that the office of Chaplain in 
the public service may be abolished; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Hiram 
Moore and John Hascall, praying an extension of 
their patent for a harvesting machine; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents anf the Pat- 
ent Office. 

Also, the petition of the register and receiver 
of the land office at Sault St. Marie, praying com- 
pensation for services“in the entry of lands on 
military bounty land warrants; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Monroe county, 
Michigan, praying certain amendments to the law | 
of July 7, 1838, for the better security of the lives | 
of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GWIWN presented a memorial of members 
of the bar and citizens of California, praying that 
the salary of the district judge for the northern 
district of California may be increased, and said: 
Since that court has been organized it has been 
ascertained that the business is of the highest im- | 
portance, and that the labor is very great. The | 
Judge has discharged his duties with great ability 
and to the satisfaction of the whole country, and 
it is the unanimous wish of the people of Califor- 
nia thet he should have his compensation increased. 
The memorial is drawn up with great ability, and 
covers the case, 

It was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHASE presented the memorial of James | 
B. Moore, Josiah Lawrence, and Henry H. Good- | 
men, of Ohio, and John H. Deihl, of Pennsylva- 
nia, and their associates, proposing, with the aid | 
of Government, to establish a regular line of mail | 
steamers from California or Oregon to China; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of H. P. 
Dorsey, a citizen of California, praying indemnity 
for loss by Indian depredations, in consequence 
of the want of adequate protection from the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of Frances 
Moore, legal representative of John Moore, de- 
ceased, praying the payment of certain indents 
issued by the State of South Carolina, in the rev- 
olutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

CASE OF MR. THRASHER IN CUBA. | 

Mr, STOCKTON, I desire to present a peti- | 
tion from many respectable citizens of New Jersey 
in behalf of Mr. John S. Thrasher. 


it may be read. 
The petition was read, as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
coe United States of America in Congress assem- 
Your petitioners, inhabitants of the city of Newark, in 

the State of New Jersey, respectfully beg leave to repre- 

sent: That many of us are personally acquainted with 

Mr. Jolin 8. Thrasher, an American citizen, now a prisoner 

in the dungeons of the Punta Castle, in the city of Havana, 

and Island of Cuba, under Spanish rule. 
They beg leave to state that said Thrasher has uniformly 
been found a gentleman of the strictest honor and integrity, 

a warni-hearted friend of Americans sojourning in the 


It is a mat- | 
ter of some consequence, and I therefore ask that | 
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Island of Cuba, and always ready to extend to his country- 
men, when requiring it, his aid, advice, and protection, 
without fee or reward. 

Your petitioners now learn, with pain and snarprise, that 
Mr. Thrasher complains that he has been accused of trea- 
son to the Spanish Government, his papers seized, and he 
thrown into a dungeon, and all communication with his 
friends strictly prohibited; that he lias been denied proper 
counsel to assist him at his trial; that the representations 
of our Consul in his bebalf have been utterly disregarded; 
that instead of an open and fair trial, (which he, as an 
American citizen, was fully entitled to) he was compelled 
to be tried by a Court-MarTIAL, in time of peace, without 
being furnished with copies of the charges against him; 
and that he had no access to the proceedings or testimony, 
and knew not of what crime he was accused. 

To all these proceedings he made his soleinn protest, as 

ainst treaty stipulations with his Government, the law of 
civilized nations, and his rights as an American citizen. 

Notwithstanding, he was sent back to his dungeon, and, 
after some days, informed that he had been sentenced to 
eight years confinement at hard labor, in chains, on the 
coast of Africa, and to pay costs,—a sentence which, if 
carried out, would be more dreadful by far than death. 

Your petitioners, and the public generally, view this 
mock trial as a gross violation of our national rights; the 
more especially as it has not been attempted to be proved 
that Mr. Thrasher was, in anywise, implicated with the 
Lopez expedition, further than to do all in his power to 
give that comfort which common humanity demanded to 
those suffering in captivity. That he has never expatriated 
himself, though urged by the Spanish Cuban Government 
to do so, but still claims to be an American citizen, and 
entitled to a full and fair protection from the American 
Government, and that he at least have a fair trial, and be 
furnished with proper counsel of his own or his Govern- 
ment’s selection. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray that the Congress of the 
United States will take such measures in this pressing case 
as will prevent an American citizen of the highest respect- 
ability of character, and universally esteemed for his kind- 
ness and attention to our fellow-countrymen at Havana, 
from being sent in chains to serve out a long and horrible 
confinement as a galley slave, without a fair and full hear- 
ing in a proper court of justice, and where he may have 
proper counsel and full liberty to rebut the charges that may 
be brought against him. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I suppose there is hardly 
an individual in the Senate, or out of the Senate, 
that will not agree with me in regard to the im- 
portance of this petition. I have the most profound 
respect for that ancieyt monarchy, but I wish that 
it would either i its laws or its manners. 
The process by which American citizens are tried 
there has become no joke. 


instantly upon the judgment. 1 know nothing of 
the circumstances of this case; but I desire to 
know something about them. And although I 
am not for intervention, yet, sir, 1 am not clear of 
the idea that American citizens cannot be justly 
peetnes in the way some of our citizens have 
een punished and with the summary process by 
which they have been adjudged. I hope that upon 
the investigation of this case, there may not appear 
to be so much offensive in it, as appears upon the 
face of that petition. If there is, I shall certainly 
be prepared to make some other motion—some 


motion that will testify the feelings of devotion of || 


the Senate to the character and lives of their fellow- 
citizens abroad. At present, however, I shall 
satisfy myself by offering the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to lay before the Senate, if not incompatible with 
the public interests, all the information in his possession 
touching the imprisonment of Mr. John 8. Thrasher, in the 
dungeon of the Punta Castle, in the city of Havana and 
Island of Cuba. 


The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and the resolution was adopted. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of members of the bar of Mas- 
sachusetts, on tie files of the Senate, relative to increasing 
the salary of the United States district judge for that State, 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Sydney A. Allcott, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the trustees of the Mercer 
Monument Association, on tne files of the Senate, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the executors of Henry 
ickford, deceased, on the files of uhe Senate, be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Robert Jemison and Ben- 
jamin Williamson, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on the Post Offices and Post Roads; that 
the petition of Emily C. B. Thompson, widow of Charles 
Thompson, deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Nava! Affairs; that the memorial of 
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Henry Smith, on the files of the Senate, be referreq to th 
Committee on Indian Affairs; that the petition of Jont 
| C. Hays, and the menrorial of Robert Piatt, on the files of 
|| the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims: th 
| the memorial of Mary W. Thompson, on the files of ry 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


| On motion by Mr. NORRIS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Isaac Adam, on the file, 
| of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 


| On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 


— 
| 





Ordered, That the memorial of A. H. Cole, the memoria} 
of Isaac Varnes, sen., and the petition of Allen G. Johnson, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims; and that the documents on the files of the Senate 

| relating to the claim of Captain George E. McClellang), 
company of Florida volunteers, be referred to the Committee 
| On Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


| Ordered, That the bill of last session to amend the act 
| entitled “ An act to provide for the better security of the 
| lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in whole 
or in part by steam,”’ be referred, together with the papers 
| on the files of the Senate, and the report of the Committee 
| to the Committee on Commerce. F 


On motion by Mr. CLARKE, it was 


| Ordered, That the petition of Win. Wilkinson, on the 
| files of the Senate, be referred to the Commnittee on Reyo. 





It seems to me to be | 
a very summary process; and punishment follows | 





| lutionary Claims; also, that the papers of Samuel Draper 
on the files of the Senate, praying for compensation in con. 

| sequence of wounds received in war, be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Notices of bills to be hereafter introduced, were 
iven by Mr. WHITCOMB, and Mr. JONES of 


owa. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HUNTER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
change the time for holding the district courts of 
the United States in the western district of Vir- 
| ginia, and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MORTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
| tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for 
| the relief of Mrs. A. M. Dade, widow of the late 
| Major F. L. Dade, United States Army; which 

was read a first and second time by its title, and 
| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and gunineh leave to bring in the fol- 
| lowing bills; which were read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to the Commitiee 
on Public Lands: 
| A bill to extend the time for selecting lands 
| granted to the State of Wisconsin for saline pur- 
ses; and 

A bill granting the right of way and making a 
donation of land to the States of Wisconsin and 
| Michigan in aid of the construction of a road from 
| Green Bay to Lake Superior. Y 

Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice given by his colleague, (Mr. Fisu,] asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish a 
| Mint of the United States in the city of New York; 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, 

and referred to the Committee on Finance. _ 

Mr. RHETT, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to in- 
_demnify the State of South Carolina for money 
expended for the United States in the war in Flor- 

ida with the Seminole Indians; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. _ 
| Mr. DOWNS, agreeably to previous notice, 
| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to aid 
'the State of Louisiana in reclaiming the over- 
| flowed lands therein, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first- and second time and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of previous ho- 
‘tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce the 
following bills; which were read a first and second 
| time: 4 

A bill allowing exchanges of, and panting ad- 
ditional school lands to, the several States which 
contain public lands, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to’ the Committee on Public 
Lands; and : . 

A bill to establish a port of entry and delivery 
at Little Rock, in Arkansas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. . 4 

Mr. BERRIEN, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills; which were read a first and second time 
by their titles, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 
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~ 4 bill to regulate the compensation of the dis- 
iat judge 0 the Unitetl States fer the district of 
Massachusetts; and 
"4 bill to be entitled ‘** An act to amend an act 
entitled * An act to authorize notaries public to 
take and certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowl- 
sdgments, in certain cases.” 
Mr. GWIN, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
act entitled “* An act to provide for extending the 
iaws and the i system of the United States 
to the State o California,’’ passed 28th September, 
1850; which was read a first and second time and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. _ 

Mr. FELCH, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills; which were read a first and_ second time 
by their titles, and referred to the Committe on 
Public Lands: _ re! 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan the 
right of way and a donation of public lands for 


the construction of a ship canal around the Falls of || 


g. Mary’s, in said State; 

"4 bill granting to the State of Michigan the 
right of way and a donation of public lands for 
the purpose of constructing a railroad from Sagi- 
naw to Montreal river, with a branch from the 
Grand river into the same; and 

A bill to extend the time for selecting lands 

granted to the State of Michigan for saline pur- 
0s8es. 
Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce the 
following bills; which were read a first and second 
time by their titles : 

A bill for the relief of Mark Bean and Richard 
H. Bean, of Arkansas; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands; and 

A bill for the relief of the widow of Gerieral 
Worth; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. NORRIS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Mrs. E. A. McNeil, widow of the late 
General John McNeil; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to improve the navigation 
of the Upper Mississippi. : 
The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and was before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DODGE moved that it be made the spe- 
cial order of the day for Wednesday, the 17th 
instant; which was agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. HALE, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
requesting the President of the United States to 
interpose the friendly offices of this Government 
with the President of the Republic of France, in 
behalf of the liberation of Abd el Kader; which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate, if not inconsistent 
With the public interest, any information the Executive may 
have received, respecting the firing into, and seizure of, 
the American steamship Prometheus by a British vessel of 
war, in November last, near Grey Town, on the Mosquito 
Coast; and also, what measures have been taken by the 
Executive to ascertain the state of the facts, and to vindi- 
cate the honor of the country. 

_Mr BRIGHT, according to previous notice, 
introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the following shall be one of the standing 
Tues of the Senate, to wit: 

52. The Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and Doorkeeper, and the Assistant Doorkeeper, shall be 
chosen on the third Monday of the present (first session of 
the 3ist) Congress, and on the second Monday of the first 
*ssion of every succeeding Congress. 

_ lis consideration at the present time was ob- 
jected to; and therefore it lies over. 


Mr. DOWNS offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department of War 
communicate to the sicnese ant re which have been 
received in reference to the inundations of the Mississippi 
- to state whether any further appropriation is required 
maa the surveys and investigations heretofore di- 


RECEPTION OF KOSSUTH. 
Mr. FOOTE of Mississippi. 1 hope that the 
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THE CONG 


| 
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| special order for the present, in order to call up the | 
I think the subject of the | 


| few minutes. 
regard to Kossuth. 
If there was a prospect of pass- | 
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special order will now be taken up. (The Com- | expected, and he recommended to Congress to 


promise eee 
The PRESIDENT. It will be taken upas soon 
as the morning business is through. 
Mr. FOOTE. Is that the invariable order? 
The PRESIDENT said it was. 
Mr. FOOTE. Some honorable Senators around 


me seem to think that the special order should be | 
inted hour, unless there should | 


taken upat the ap 
be an express order to the contrary. 


_Mr. SEWARD. I ask the Senator from Mis- | 
ore to allow me to call up the resolution in 
r to Kossuth. 


he PRESIDENT. The hour having arrived 
for the special order, the Chair will call it. It is 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. rh lem declaring the measures of the 
adjustment to be a definitive settlement of the dif- 
ficulties growing out of the existence of domestic 
slavery. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I will ask my honorable friend 
from ee to permit that to lie over for a 
want to call up the resolution in 


Mr. FOOTE. 
ing it, I should hesitate to do anything to prevent 
it. But the Senator will see that I am placed ina 
very delicate situation—I have not the hove for the 
oa I am here only as an auditor. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair having called 
for the special order, it can only be postponed by 
the action of the Senate. ‘ 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the honorable Senator from 
oie insists upon calling for the special 
order 


Mr. FOOTE. 





I have not insisted upon it. I 


| have stated that another gentleman has the floor 
I merely suggested that it | 


on that resolution. 
should be taken up. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Then I move to postpone the 
ossuth resolution. 
measures of adjustment has heen tolerably well 
considered in this body. 


} 


| 





| 


| ment, into indignity. 


take into consideration the proper manner and 
ceremonial of receiving the guest who had been 
brought here under their authority. This of itself 
was sufficient to engage the attention of the civil- 
ized world for the action of Congress in relation 
to the personage whose name and fame filled the 
eye and ear of the world. But the action of Gov- 
ernment has not stopped here. In pursuance of 
this recommendation, and at the instance of the 
President and the administration, the subject has 
been opened in this Chamber—a debate has opened 
upon the question submitted by the President. 

nder such circumstances absolute silence would 
amount to nothing short of neglect, and neglect 
would be liable to be construed, in my poor judg- 
It is under these circum- 


|| stances that this question comes before Congress, 


and I am sure it is not the intention of the Senate 
that their treatment of Kossuth should be that of 
either neglect or indignity. But if such would be 
the result, the consequence would be the inflicting 


| of a wound upon the generous and noble heart of 
| a friend of liberty, whose gratitude we have awak- 


ened and stimulated, and in whose bosom we have 
kindled the expectation of a warm, a generous, a 
cordial welcome. The effect would be this upon 
him. The effect upon his country would be to 
subdue the feelings of affection and gratitude which 


| the expression of sympathy m their misfortunes 
] heretofore has awakened. The effect of it would 


be to discourage the hopes and expectations of 
the friends of freedom throughout the world; and 
finally, it would have the effect to encourage the 


| advocates of oppression throughout Europe in their 
| efforts to prevent the transition of the nations of 


I want to see this Kos- || 


| suth resolution disposed of one way or the other. I | 
| moveto postpone the special order until two o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to, there being, on a di- |) 
| vision, ayes 20, noes 13. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


business and take up the resolution offered by 
| myself concerning Kossuth. 


he PRESIDENT. It is the first resolution 


,on the calendar, which comes up for a second 
| reading. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


| because I am sincerely desirous of its passage, I 
| shall endeavor to promote that object by refraining 


from any great latitude of debate, at least at pres- 
ent. hat I have to Bay upon the subject will 
relate simply to the circumstances under which I 


| think the resolution comes before Congress, and 


the nature and character of the measure which I | 


have submitted. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Let the resolution be || 


| read. 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


1 


The resolution was read accordingly. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have said 
that { should abstain from discussing this ques- 
tion on its merits at the present time. 
vert first simply to the circumstances under which 
it comes before Congress. 


If the distinguished personage whom it is the || 


design of this resolution to honor, had floated upon 
our shores unbidden and unheralded, there would 
have been nogreat embarrassment if suffering his 
arrival to pass without notice by Congress; but 
the case is widely different. The Congress of the 
United States found him a prisoner in Asia Minor— 
an exile from his native land, in an effort for the 
redemption of which he had fallen. They caused 


him the sympathy of Congress with him in his 
exile and misfortunes, and to tender to him an 
invitation to come to America as an asylum, in 
one of the public vessels of the nation. e Pres- 
ident executed these instructions, and in pursuance 
of them, it is known to all the world that Kossuth 
was liberated from his captivity, and he is now 
upon our shores. The President of the United 
States, in anticipation of his arrival, informed 
Congress on their assembling at the present ses- 


I move to postpone all other | 


I ask that the resolution may | 
| be considered and finally disposed of now. And | 


the President of the United States to express to | 


Europe from under the system of force to the vol- 
untary system of government which we have 
established and commended to their adoption. 
Under such circumstances I was not at liberty to 
consent to be understood as being willing to allow 
the arrival of Kossuth in the United States to pass 
unnoticed. In order that I might put myself right, 
and give an opportunity to others who might agree 
with me in opinion to put themselves right, I 


| have endeavored to submit a proposition which 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


} 


would avoid the consequences which have been 
deplored, and bring this question before Congress 
in a shape so unexceptionable that it seemed to me 
all might agree in adopting it. 

I will say a word now upon the form of the re- 
ception, or welcome, which I propose. It is not 
in the form which I myself would originally have 
wished. I have no particular tenacity in regard to 
it. The proposition submitted by the honorable 
Senator fide Missiasipp’ [Mr. Foorn] would have 
received my vote; it would have received it if it 
had said more, as was proposed by the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hare.) It 
would have received it if it had said less. It would 
have received my support under any circumstan- 
ces, if it had been pressed, and [ should have en- 
deavored to have coéperated with the honorable 
mover of it in avoiding any amendment which 
might have embarrassed its passage through the 
Senate. But that has passed; and in looking 
around for what might be substituted for it, it 
seemed to me that, if there was one sentiment more 


plainly and universally expressed by the Ameri- 
1 will ad- || 


can people than any other, in regard to the Hun- 
garian revolution, and in regard to its hero, the 
champion of Hungary, it was that of we.come 
TO THE sHORES or THE United States. Taking 
that idea as my guide, I have submitted a resolu- 
tion in which it is proposed that Congress shall 
declare that they give to Louis Kossuth, whom 
they have brought to our borders, a cordial wet- 
COME. 

Less than this, Mr. President, no man can pro- 
pose who thinks it proper to make any expression, 
or take any action; and ‘more than this, it seems 
to me, must be waived. It must be something 
like this, or nothing, and this is better thap noth- 
ing. 1 would have the passage of this resolution 
communicated to Kossuth by the President, the 
Executive organ of the nation. My own feelings 
would exact more; but lam content to waive them 
under this consideration—that the simplicity of the 
act will give it a peculiar value. I know not, in 
the history of this nation—I know not, in the his- 
tory of modern times, a more sublime spectacle 
than would be afforded by seeing the Congress of 


sion that he had executed their instructions, and || the United States, in the rame and behalf of the 
that the arrival of this illustrious man was hourly || American people, bidding Kossuth, the represent- 
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ative of the cause of voluntary government in Eu- 
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' 


| 


ples or the character of Washington, as it is to 


rope, a cordial welcome on his escape from the || stand doubting or hesitating whether, in honoring 
|| Kossuth, we are really doing honor to his cause, 
|| and the cause of his unfortunate country. 


perils of his position, and his arrival in this land 
where that system of government is established 
and in full operation. . 

There isa peaplecity in this ceremony which is 
worthy the dignity of the American Government | 
and of the.greatness of the American people; there | 
is a simplicity in it worthy the character of the | 
illustrious citizen whom it is proposed to honor. 
i have no tenacity in regard to this measure in | 
preference to any other which would make me | 
insist on this at the hazard of its defeat. It seems | 
to me to be preferable tu that of the honorable | 
Senator from filinois, and gentlemen say that they | 
do prefer it upon the ground that this would be the 
joint act of both Houses of Congress. I am quite | 
sure that if adopted here it would be concurred in | 
by the House of Representatives, and would thus 
become a national act of welcome. I confess that 
{ am desirous that, as the Congress of the United 
States caused Kossuth to be brought here under | 
their authority, his reception should be a national 
act; and that Congress should not be divided in 
és expression or its action on this the crowning | 
oceasion. ‘This form also seems to me to com- 
mend itself to the adoption of the Senate, because | 
it stops short of committing Congress or the Gov- 
ernment to any action beyond that of simply 
giving welcome. What I desire is not the utter- 
mice of words. WhatI want to see—what I want 
to have Congress do, is to extend the welcome | 
which the world expects us to give to the illustri- 
ous exile. 

Objections have been made, to which I will ad- 
vert very briefly. It has been said or intimated 
that we are not wellaware of what we are doing— 
that we are not well acquainted with the character | 
of Kossuth—that we do not know certainly that 
he is entitled to these attentions from the American 
people. Sir, in the course of human events we 
see the nations of Europe struggling to throw off 
the despotic systems of government, and to estab- 
lish governments upon the principle of repub- 
licanism or of constitutional monarchy. When- | 
ever such efforts are made We see it invariably | 
happen that the existing despotisms of Europe | 
combine to repress those struggles—combine to | 
subdue the people. The consequence is, that des- | 
potism is a common cause, and it results also that | 
the cause of constitutional liberty has also become | 
one common cause—the cause of mankind against | 
despotism. Now whatever people leads the way | 
at any time in any crisis in this contest for civil | 
liberty, becomes the representative of the nations | 
of the earth, We once occupied that proud and | 
interesting position, and we engaged the sympa- | 
thies of civilized men throughout the world. No 
one can deny, that recently Hungary assumed 
that same position, and the records of our own | 
Legislature show that we, in common with the 
friends of civil hberty in Europe, hold Hungary | 
to be the representative of the nations of the earth | 
in this great cause. We had a messenger on the | 
verge of the battle-field ready to acknowledge her | 
independence. 

Mr. President, it happens, in the Providence of | 
God, that whenever a nation thus assumes to open | 
this controversy for liberty, in behalf of the 
nations of the earth, some one man more than an- | 
other becomes identified with the struggle by his 
virtues, by his valor, by his wisdom, or by his 
sufferings, until he eclipses others who may be 
associated with him,and comes to be regarded by | 
the country itself, in whose behalf he labors and 
struggles, and by mankind, as the representative 
of that nation,and of thatcause. The deliverance 
of Switzerland brings up at once the name of 
William Tell. The struggle of Scotland calls up 
the name of Wallace; and all over the world no 
man ever hears the American Revolution spoken | 
of, but it calls up the majestic form of Washing- | 
ton. 
calls up at once the great, the towering fame of the 
author, the hero, and the sufferer of the Hungarian | 
Revolution. Now, then, shall we say that we do 
not know that Kossuth is worthy to be regarded 
as the friend and advocate of liberty in his own 
country? Shall we say that he does not merit the | 
homage paid to him, as the leader of the Hunga- 
rian Revolution. Hungary herself has set the 
seal upon his merits, and concluded that question, 
and it would be as unreasonable and absurd to |} 


' 





So it happens that the name.of Hungary || 


| 


| position in this case. 


But it is asked, why should the American peo- 
ple engage in paying this homage to Kossuth, 
granting all his merits, because he has done noth- 
ing for America? True, he never did anything 
for America. We have reached that time when 
no man living out of America can confer upon us 
abenefit. Weare beyond the reach of beneficence 


other than at the hand of the Great Creator and | 


Preserver of nations; but do we honor only those? 


Do we reward only those who confer ‘benefits | 


upon us? Certainly not. We honor those who 
serve the common cause of civil liberty through- 
out the world. That cause is our own cause. 
We honor those who advance and promote it. 


But, although Kossuth has done nothing for this | 


country, Europe has. It has sent us a Lafayette, 
a Kosciusko, a De Kalb, and a Steuben, and thus 


has created a debt against us, which, while we 


cannot pay to the illustrious dead,awe can dis- 


charge towards fit and lawful representatives, in | 


the persons of the illustrious living. 

I shall notice a single other objection, and then 
I shall leave this resolution to its fate. It is an 
apprehension that, by the adoption of this, or a 
similar motion, the Congress of the United States 


will commit itself to some act of intervention in | 


the affairs of Europe by which the Government of 
the United States may be embarrassed in its for- 
eign relations. Mr. President, 1 am a lover of 
peace. I shall never freely give my consent toany 
measure which I think shall tend to involve this 
nation in the calamities of foreign war. I believe 
that our mission is a mission of republicanism. 
But I believe that we shall best execute it by main- 
taining peace at home and peace with all mankind; 
and if [saw in this measure a step in advance 
towards the bloody field of contention in the affairs 
of Europe, I, too, would hesitate long before adopt- 
ing it. But I sea no advance towards any such 
danger in doing a simple act of national justice and 
magnanimity. I believe that no man will deny the 
principle, that a nation may do for the cause of hib- 
erty in other nations whatever the laws of nations 
do not forbid. I plant myself upon that principle. 
W hat the laws of nations do not forbid, any nation 
may do for the cause of civil liberty in any other 
nation, inany othercauntry. Now, the laws of na- 
tions do not forbid hospitality. The laws of nations 
do not forbid us to sympathize with the exile—to 
sympathize with the overthrown champions of 
freedom. The laws of nature demand that hos- 


pitality, and from the very inmost sources of our | 


nature springs up that sympathy. What is that 
great epic poem which has filled the second place 
in the admiration, I had almost said in the affec- 
tions, of mankind for two thousand years, but the 
history of an exile flying from the walls of his 
burning city and devoted State? Sir, the laws of 
nature require—the laws of nations command hos- 
pitality to those who fly from oppression and 
despair. And this is all that we have done, and 
all that we propose to do. Wehave invited Kos- 
suth—we have procured his release from captiv- 
ity—we have brought him here, and we propose 
to say to him, standing upon our shores with his 
eye directed to us, and while we know that the 
eyes of the civilized world are fixed upon him and 
us, ** Louis Kossuth, in the name of the American 
people, we bid you a cordial weleome.”’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. I understand that the resolu- 
tion now before the Senate for consideration is 
that offered by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp.}] I wish to move an amendment to it, 
and I do it without the slightest intention of dero- 
gating from it. I would vote for the resolution as 
it is, but for the purpose of facilitating its passage 
I move to strike out all after the word ‘‘resolved,”’ 
and insert, ‘‘ That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the Chair to wait on Louis Kossuth, 
Governor of Hungary, and intreduce him to the 
Senate.’ This’is the resolution which I offered 
yesterday. I will state to the honorable Senator 
from New York the reason that I offered this, lest 
it should be supposed that we are running in op- 
I find in the proceedings nm 
relation to Lafayette that a joint committee of the 
Senate and House of Representatives was ap- 

inted to make arrangements for his reception. 

he House committee reported—I read from the 


listen to those who should depreciate the princi- || proceedings of the House— 
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“That they have met the committee of the Sena, _ 
that subject, and that the committees have agreed to ANE on 
mend to their respective Houses that each House ous 
ceive General Lafayette in such manner as jt uy 
most suitable to the oceasion.”’ deen 


They stated at the same time, that there was 
ot 2 pm no 

mode of receiving him jointly by the two House 
Here are the proceedings when he was recejyeq . 

‘“* At one o’clock, General Lafayette entered the ( ‘haitihe 
of the Senate, accompanied by the comunittee of that bod , 
On entering the bar, Mr. Barbour, chairman of the come Y. 
tee, announced the presence of General Lafayette, jp : 
following words: ‘We introduce General Lafayetje to 5, 
Senate of the United States.’ ”” 

That was the whole ceremony, and | revard 

regard ix 
as an excellent precedent. I do not wish to dels 
action on the matter by any discussion. |p fact 
I regret that I said as much as I did say yosip, 
day, because I think an act of courtesy should ‘4 
— be clothed in as few words as possible. 

he PRESIDENT. The Chair is unde, the 
impression that the Senator from Illinois is no; ,, 
liberty to offer the amendment which he propo. 
ses. This is a joint resolution. It has been yea 
twice and is now in Committee of the Whols 
The resolution which the Senator from Mino 
proposes to substitute for it is a simple resolutioy, 
which does not require the joint action of the tw, 
Houses of Congress. The Chair is therefore yp. 
der the necessity of declining to receive the amend. 
ment proposed by the Senator from Illinois, 

Mr. SHIELDS. Unfortunately I know very 
little of the rules; but I have understood that ; 
was perfectly competent to move to strike out 4! 
after the word ‘‘ resolved,”’ in a resolution, ang 
insert something else. If, however, the Senator 
from New York would accept this as a substitu 
for his resolution, [ have no doubt that all difficul:y 
would be obviated. : 

Mr. BERRIEN. It does appear to me that this 
would be an inconsistent mode of proceeding, The 
resolution of the Senator from New York pro- 
poses the joint action of the two Houses of Con- 
gress. ‘The amendment of the Senator from |lii- 
nois proposes the separate action of the Senate, 
The two cannot go together. 

The PRESIDENT. Such is the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. BERRIEN. It would be well, 1 appre- 
hend, for the Senator from Illinois to allow the 
resolution of the Senator from New York to be 
disposed of,and then let him bring forward his 
proposition as a separate measure. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has already 
said that he cannot entertain the motion to amend, 
as proposed by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I rise to make a 
suggestion. Weall havethe same feelines on this 
subject. I imagine that the Senate will unaui- 
mously manifest a disposition to accord respect to 
this distinguished stranger. The main difficulty 
heretofore has been as to the manuer in which 
we should act. The honorable Senator from Illi- 
nois has looked into precedents, and I think he 
has very satisfactorily shown that the precedent 
which he has brought forward is entitled to respect. 
It is most obvious, in the present state of things, 
that if those gentlemen who prefer the form sanc- 
tioned by precedent should vote against the reso- 
lution of the Senator from New York, they would 
be subject to be misunderstood. 1 therefore hope 
that, in the spirit of proper compromise, the Sen- 
ator from New York will withdraw his resolution, 
and allow the other to be proposed and acted 
upon. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I understand the Chair t 
have decided that the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from [llinois is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT. Such was the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Unless that is appealed from, 
the question comes before the Senate upon the res- 
olution of the Senator from New York, and upo! 
that resolution I desire to submit some brief ob- 
servations to the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
from Georgia permit us to have this question of 
order determined before he proceeds any further’ 

Mr. BERRIEN. The question of order ca” 
only be determined by an a from the decision 
of the Chair; and I beg leave to say now, in rela- 
tion to the precedent which has been referred () 
that that was the result of a conference of a jot 
committee on the part of the two Houses of Con- 
gress. They conferted, and tely reported 
to their respective Houses. ere is no prece- 








Dee 9 


ed to ting 


le Senare 


S€ should 
t shall deen 


ere Was ho 
70 Houses 
received » 
the Chambe 
of that body : 
the comm 
Vette, in the 
ayette to the 


I regard jt 
sh to delay 
+ In face. 
ay Vester. 
should al. 
Bible, 
under the 
S18 not a 
he propo. 
been read 
he Whole. 
m Hlinois 
resolution, 
of the two 
refore yp. 
he amend. 
nos, 
now very 
0d that i: 
tke Out al} 
ution, and 
e Senator 
substitute 


difficulty 


é that this 
ding, The 
Y ork pnro- 
s of Con- 
from I)li- 
he Senate. 


sion of the 


ie appre- 
allow the 
ork to be 
rward his 


8 already 
to amend, 


0 make a 
es on this 
ill unani- 
respect to 
difficulty 
in which 
from IIli- 
think he 
precedent 
oO respect. 
f things, 
rm sanc- 
the reso- 
ey would 
fore hope 
the Sen- 
solution, 


nd acted 


Chair to 
od by the 


cision of 


‘ed from, 
» the res- 
nd upon 
brief ob- 
ate. 
Senator 
estion of 
further? 
rder can 
decision 
, in rela- 
erred to, 
Pa joint 
of Con- 
reported 
0 prece- 











































































































1851. 


py the Senator from Illinois. | 

‘Mr. HALE. I would like to take an appeal | 
fom the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I believe I have the floor? | 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair suggests to the 
senator from Georgia that he allow the appeal to 

1. } 
OK PERRI EN. That-can be done presently, 
ghen I have finished. | 

The ee [. The Senator from Geor- || 

the floor. P 
an BERRIEN. Mr.@President, I consider || 
this entirely too grave a question to be involved 
in forms of proceedings. 1 concur with my eol- | 
league (Mr. Dawson] in the position which he 
ook the other day, in opposition to the resolu- | 
yon introduced by the Senator from Mississippi, | 
(Mr. Foote) and I am opposed mayen to the res- || 
plution of the Senator from New ork [Mr. Sew- | 
agp] in the form in which it is presented, 

But I desire to say at the outset, in order that I 
may not be. misunderstood on this subject, that 
his opposition arises from no doubt as to the 
merits or the services of the individual whom it is 
proposed to honor. | His services as a patriot, who 
has distinguished himself in the cause of civil lib- | 
erty, 1 am willing to admit in the largest extent in || 
which they have been asserted by his most ardent 
admirers. Sir, I have not been an inattentive ob- | 
server of events which have occured in Hungary, 
within the list three or four years. I have seen 
ihat people struggling for the achievement of their 
national independence, have rejoiced in their pros- 
perity, and have sympathized in their misfortunes. 
Jam perfectly well aware, as everybody must be 
who has given his attention to this subject, that 
that straggle was for the preservation of an ancient 
constitution, which operated with great inequality 
upon the various classes of the people; but I did 
pot doubt that after that independence was ob- 
tamed, when peace was restored, when the exist- 
ence of Hungary, as an independent nation, was 
acquiesced in, the progress of liberal principles 
incident to such a struggle would have resulted in 
ameliorating the organic law and in giving equal 
rights to all classes of people. With this view of 
the subject, I have looked to the progress of events 
in Hungary with no ordinary interest. I have 
rejoiced in the prospect of the successful issue of 
that struggle, and have regretted its defeat. 

[have been at all times willing to accord to this 
distinguished individual—I am now willing to ac- | 
cord to him—the merit of haying contended for 
theadvancement of the principles of civil liberty 
inamanner which commends him to the feelings 
of every friend of freedom. While, therefore, 
fulfilling my duty as an American Senator, | op- 
ose this resolution, I would not pluck a single 
[ef from the laurel crown which, whether in tri- 
umph or adversity, should encircle the brow of the 
patriot who is struggling for the advancement of 
those principles. No, sir, that is not my pur- 
pose, 


suggested, the simple expression of the feelings of 
the American Congress, complimentary to Gov- 
enor Kossuth, why, under the circumstances in 
which we are now placed—engaged, as we are, in 
the performance of our constitutional duties, with 
a mass of business which will command our earn- 
est, constant, undivided attention for months to | 
come—why has it not oecurred to Senators to 
consider whether, neglecting our appropriate du- 
lies, we ought to employ our time in regulating 
the terms of a mere idle, valueless compliment ?— 
idle in itself, and valueless in the view of him to 
whom it is addressed, as we know from his re- 
peated declarations. So considering it, that ques- 
ion is submitted to the individual opinion and to 
os individual taste of every member of the Sen- 
te. 

It seems, sir, we have got to.a point of time, in 
this 7. of progress, when precedentsare scoffed 
ut. We are not to look at precedents—we are to de- 
cide de nove upon existing circumstances as they | 
arise, and to make precedents which our successors 
will in like manner follow, or discard at their pleas- 
Wwe. Sir, this is not my view. I am not willing to 
depart from the usages of our predecessors, calaee 
Some reason can be asigned for such departure 
that is satisfactory to my judgment, Such also | 
seems to have been the view of the advocates of 
the resolution, for they refer to the case of the | 


. a > . . 
| sonal homage which we offered was a tribute to his 







THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 43 














—<——<—> : : j | 
gent, then, for the course which is now proposed | irangaie de Lafayette as a precedent to justify | for the purpose of securing their safe transit across 


is proceeding. r. President, in the American || the ocean. We have brought them here, and in 
Senate, in the highest legislative council of the | my judgment, if they were disposed to remain, 
Union, are we, who are reveling in the enjoyment || we have imposed upon ourselves the obligation to 
of those liberties which this illustrious man assisted | afford them an asylum in our land, and the means 
our fathers to achieve—are we to put the case || of enjoying that asylum in comfort. The moment 
which is now presented to us, in comparison with | they touched our shores they were under the pro- 
that of Lafayette? Who was that distinguished || tection of our laws. Beyond that, we have per- 
individual? What were his services? Sir, the || haps imposed upon ourselves the obligation to 
career of Lafayette exhibits a noble patriotism | provide them the means of comfortable subsist- 
unrivaled in the history of the world. Born and ed- || ence, and ultimately of achieving an independence 


| ucated under a monarchical government, a French || for themselves. But looking to the public decla- 
| noble, invested with all the privileges of his rank, | rations of Mr. Kossuth, we know that this is not 


and accustomed to the deference which was paid _ his object; that he does not come to seek an asylum 
to it, he forgot all the prejudices of birth and of | here. No, sir; he comes here for the purpose of 


| education; surrendered the privileges of his rank; | propagating a political principle; to assert the right 
| abandoned his home and his country, to come to | Of the people of every nation to regulate their own 


us. He was with us and of us. He put life and | affairs, uncontrolled by the action of any foreign 
fortune on the same cast with our fathers. He | power; and to ask from this Government a pledge 
was theircompatriot, friend, brother; and devoting that it will aid him, not merely by moral, but by 
himself with all the energies of his mind to the || physical force, if it becomes necessary, in any 


| achievement of our liberties, he battled nobly in || future struggle in Hungary, to enforce and estab 


that glorious cause. When we gave him the || lish that principle. 
reception which is referred to as a precedent in rhe consideration which I am disposed to give 
this case, he came not to agitate, not to advance a , to this subject, the gravity of the question presented 


| pohtical principle, and not to involve us in Euro- || to us, arises therefore from the fact, patent on the 
; I 


pean strife, but to revisit the scenes of his early || face of the proceedings exhibited to us—that Mr. 
and glorious struggles in the cause of freedom; to | Kossuth expects from us, from the America» 
grasp the hands of his surviving brethren in arms, || Government, voluntarily—of their own accord, if 


| who had battled with him in the achievement of our | they will—and if not, from the American people, 


liberties. Aye, sir, he came to view the glorious || acting upon the American Government, under the 
spectacle presented by the successful administra- || excitement produced by his narrative of Hunga 


| tion of that very government which he had risked || rian wrongs, a similar result—a pledge that they 


* -” . . | . . . . . 
life and fortune to establish. It was to this man, || will so far interfere in the contest about, as he 
coming to us under such circumstances, that this || States, to be renewed in Hungary, as to say to 
tribute was offered. ‘Sir, it has no parallel; it can || every foreign power: ‘* You must abstain from all 


| have no parallel; it stands alone, and it should be || interposition. The peopls of Hungary have the 
| permitted to stand alone. I would not diminish | might to establish the principles of their own 
| the value of the compliment which was paid to the || government, They are engaged in acontest with 


Marquis de Lafayette, by its repetition in favor the power of Austria. You must not interfere. 
of any living man. We owed him a debt of grat- We hold this to be the principle which our posi- 
itude for personal services and for pecuniary aid, | tion in the civilized world requires us to main- 
which we endeavored to discharge. The per- || tain.’” Weare to become the champion of this 
|| principle, and, in union with Great Britain, we are 


| patriotism. We gave the reception which our || to say to the Emperor of Russia: ** Stand off! If 


feelings prompted. “Sir, we look in vain to the | you attempt to interpose in this contest between 


| case of the Marquis Lafayette for a precedent to Hungary and Austria, we shall feel bound to 
the course which it is proposed to pursue on this | render such interposition fruitless.” Is this a 


occasion. fair epee of the facts which are before the 
But if this were really and truly the mere un- |, public? I ask, without quoting them, a reference 
meaning compliment which gentlemen seem to | to the speeches of Mr. Kossuth, delivered in vari- 


think it—if it were indeed a mere expression on | ous places in Europe—to the speech of a dis- 


| welcoming to our shores, committing us to no 


our part of the feelings of the AfWerican people in || tinguished citizen of our own country in England— 
relation to this distinguished individual, a simple | to the sentiments avowed by an American official 
|| there—and to various declarations made by Mr. 


| future action—if this were truly the whole extent || Kossuth since his arrival on our shores. 


of the resolution that is proposed by the Senator || _ Now, what is the position in which he places 
from New York—I say again, | would refer it to | this matter? He says to you, The expression of 
the taste of individual Senators, exercising my || your sympathies—of that feeling which is natural 
own without troubling the Senate with the remarks || to every freeman—is grateful to the Hungarian; 
which I propose to make on that branch of the | but the expression of your sympathy is valueless: 
subject. it can do us no good. Our necessities require that 

Mr. President, this resolution is to be consid- | the expression of sympathy should be followed 


|ered not merely with reference to the terms in | by some efficient act on your part. Iam a plain 


Mr. President, if this resolution be, as has been || which it is expressed, but also in its close connec- | man, he says; I am now here where I am free to 


tion with the circumstances under which it is pre- || speak, and I tell you that I come to ask the aid of 


| sented. This individual,’ distinguished by his || your Government to secure to my countrymen the 


exertions in the effort to achieve the independence || enforcement of the principle, that no foreign power 
of his native country, was the victim of misfor- |! shall be permitted to interfere in the contest which 


/tune. Compelled to fly from his native land, he || we shall wage with Austria for the establishment 


was imprisoned, or subjected to surveillance, in | of our independence. Sir, if gentlemen have read 
the dominions of Turkey. His situation and that | the speech of the distinguished American citizen 
of his associates excited our sympathy, and not || in Europe, to whom I have referred, they have 
merely ours alone, it arrested the attention of every | seen distinctly avowed this proposition. 

portion of the civilized world where the blessings | There is about to be convulsion in Eutope. A 

of freedom are held even in slight regard. What | league of despots have combined for the purpose 
have we done? A great stress is laid upon the || of destroying all republican governments; and the 
fact that we have invited him to our shores. We || question proposed is, Shall we wait until, isolated 
have not invited him alone. We have interfered || and alone, we are compelled to arrest their aggres- 
for his relief and for that of his associates in cap- +! sions? or shall we unite ourselves with the only 
tivity with the Government of Turkey, and our |) really free Government on the other side of the 
agency has been effectual in accomplishing that | Atlantic, and announce, in advance, ourdetermina- 
object. But our invitation was not addressed to | tion to maintain the principles for which Mr. Kos- 
him only; it included his associates. It was not | suth contends? %Jn express language, it is said in 
designed as a mere compliment to Mr. Kossuth, | the speech to which I have referred, that England 
It was intended as the expression of our sympathy | and the United States, looking to their mercantile 
with a band of gallant patriots who had struggled || and naval marine, command the ocean; that they 
and fallen in the effort to achieve the independence || have it in their power to blockade the ports of 
of their country. Again, sir: for what purpose || these despotic powers, if it be necessary, or if not 
did we invite him here? Is it doubted by those to | necessary, to place their vessels at the mouths of 
whom 1 address myself that the object and purpose | the harbors of their different ports; and to repeat 
of that invitation was to afford to these Hungarian | the operation which was practised by our own 
patriots, who were then imprisoned, an asylum in | Government upon Mexico during our war with 
our country? We dispatched a national vessel || that Power; to levy duties on vessels entering 
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those ports, and in that way to destroy their com- 
merce. | 

[ refer to these details not for the purpose of 
commenting upon them; not of expressing an | 
opinion as to their efficiency, still less to intimate | 
any opinion ef the correctness of their avowal; 
but simply to show that itis not your sympathy | 
which Mr. Kossuth asks. It is not public honors | 
to himself which he seeks. No, sir, he comes here 
to obtain from you a pledge to enforce the principle, 
that no foreign Power shall be permitted to interfere 
between the Hungarian people and the Austrian 
Government in the event of a renewal of the con- 
test. Are we prepared to give that pledge? 
Whence do we derive our authority? We have | 
in these two Chambers the right to exercise all | 
legislative power which is conferred by the Con- | 
stitution: and among these powers is that of de- | 
claring war. Have we the power, under circum- | 
stances like the present, to pledge this Government | 
irredeemably, to a course of action which may lead | 
to war, and which must, in all human probability, 
have that result? 

I do not know what estimate is formed of the 
character of the Emperor of Russia: it has not | 
been a subject of my study. But I can imagine 
that if anything could arouse the feelings of an | 
individual to resistance against such interference | 
as is proposed, it would be theannunciation of the | 
principles that we, to them a trans-Atlantic Power 
—a free people who have hitherto declared that, | 
while maintaining the principles of freedom within | 
our own limits, we abstain absolutely and entirely | 
from all interference with any other Government 
—nay more, that we will allow (as some are dis- | 

sosed to assert) no interference of any European 
Powes in the affairs of this Continent,—if any cir- | 
cumstance, I say, could arouse the feelings of the | 
individual who is at the head of the Russian Empire | 
to a degree which must inevitably result in war, it | 
would be the course which it is now proposed to 
pursue. That this course is contrary to the set- 
tled policy of the Government from its foundation, | 
I think no one will be disposed to deny. Our | 
Presidents and our Congresses have not hesitated | 
to express, in times past, their devotion to the 
principle of civil liberty. They will not hesitate 
now. But from the time of General Washington’s 
Farewell Address to the American people, down to 
the present moment, the principle of avoiding en- | 
tangling alliances with other nations—such as that | 
which I think must be the inevitable result of the | 
progress of these proceedings, if they should be | 
adopted—the principle of avoiding all interference | 
with the disturbances or convulsions of Europe, | 
has been uniformly and emphatically avowed. 

I desire to ascertam from the American Senate— 
according to the individual whom it is intended to 
honor, on this occasion, all the merit which his 
most enthusiastic admirers may be disposed to 
claim for him—whether they are disposed to depart 
from that principle of policy by adopting a meas- | 
ure which, in my judgment, necessarily involves | 
that departure ? 

Weare told of the interpretation which the civ- | 
ilized world has given to the mere act of invitation | 
which has been extended to this individual and | 

| 





his associates, by sending for them a national ves- | 
sel; and if, after the avowals he has made in Eng- | 
land; if, after the declarations of the distinguished | 
American citizen to whom I have referred, and | 
which Mr. Kossuth says expresses all his feelings | 
and all his desires; if he after the declarations | 
which Kossuth has made after landing on our | 
shores; the distinction which he has drawn be- | 
tween the Government and the people; his avowal | 
of a determination to appeal to the people for the | 
active sympathy which he invokes in behalf of | 
his country; if after all this, which is perfectly | 
known to us, the Congress of the United States, | 
representing the thirty-one sovereign States of this | 
Union, and the twenty-five millions of people | 
which compose jt, shall welcome him to the | 
shores of the United States in this formal man- | 
ner, do they not thereby impliedy acquiesce in | 
the object which he thus publicly and in advance | 
announees that he came here to accomplish? Is | 
not that the very interpretation which the civilized | 
world will giveit? He says to the American peo- | 
ple—and the declaration is before us while we are | 
agitating the question: | 
““[ do not come bere to ask your sympathy. That is 
gratifying, but valueless. I come here to invoke the aid of | 
the great American Republic to protect my ple, peace- 
ably, if they may, by the moral influence of their declara- | 
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tions, but forcibly if they must, by the physcial power 
of their arm—to prevent any foreign interference in the 
struggie about to be renewed for the liberties of my coun- 
try. Lama plain man. I am inalJandof freedom. Iam 
permitted to speak freely my sentiments. This is what I 
ask. If this is accorded to me, I go home, and the liberties 
not merely of Hungary but of Europe, are secured. If not, 
I go with my countrymen alone to renew that struggle for 
the achievement of our liberties.” 

This language is too distinct to be mistaken. If 
this resolution passes, extending to him alione— 
(departing from your invitation, for that included 
his associates)—the welcome which it proposes, 
after these declarations of the object for which he 
comes here, the civilized world will be much more 
authorized than they were by the invitation which 
has been referred to by the Senator from New 
York [Mr. Sewarp] to conclude that the welcome 
to Governor Kossuth implies a pledge that we will 
interpose, if necessary, and in the manner he de- 
sires, for the protection of the Hungarian nation. 
In my judgment this inference is irresistible; and 
if it be not, yet if it occasion doubt; if it result in 
producing opposition to this resolution in its pres- 
ent form; if gentlemen do believe (and 1 doubt 
not that they are sincere in the declaration) that 
this is a mere testimonial of the respect and good 
will of the people of the United States toward a 
distinguished advocate of the cause of civil liberty, 
they will not hesitate to accept the amendment 
which | shall submit, and which is simply calcula- 
ted to exclude this conclusion. I desire, 1n the first 
place, by the amendment which I shall propose, to 
fulfill the expectations which were reasonably cre- 
ated by the invitation, by extending this rnnkition 
to the associates of Governor Kossuth. The inter- 
position of the American Government in behalf of 
these captives was not confined to that individual 
alone: it extended to all his associates in captivity. 
The invitation to our shores equally embraced 
them all. If, therefore, we are acting in fulfill- 
ment of the obligations created by that invitation, 
we must not confine the resolution to Governor 
Kossuth, but must extend it to his associates. To 
him and to them,’to the full extent of my consti- 
tutional powers, I am willing to afford an asylum 
within the limits of the United States, and to pro- 
vide all the means of making that asylum com- 
fortable. But I should be unfaithful to my duty 
as an American Senator, according to the convic- 
tions of my judgment, if I suffered any zeal for 
the advancement of the principle of civil liberty 
on the other side of the Atlantic to induce me to 
jeopard the safety and the vital interests of the 
country which is my own; to which I owe m 
first, entire, and absolute allegiance. I am unwil- 
ling, therefore, to leave it to implication, that by 
this reception, under these circumstances, we 
have entered into a pledge that by the exertion of 
moral, and, if necessary, of physical force, we 
will protect the people of Hungary from all for- 
eign interference upon the renewal of their strug- 
gle. Such a pledge once given would be irrevoca- 
ble. It could not be violated without dishonor. 
It could not be redeemed without putting in jeop- 
ardy the best and most vital interests of our coun- 
try. 
These are the views which I entertain on this 
subject, and, in accordance with them, I propose 
to amend the resolution by adding to it the fol- 
lowing: 

‘ And be it further resolved, That the welcome thus af- 
forded to Louis Kossuth be extended to his associates who 
have landed on our shores; but while welcoming these 
Hungarian patriots to an asylum in our country, and to the 
protection which our laws do, and always will afford to 
them, it is due to candor to declare that it is not the purpose 
of Congress to depart from the settled policy of this Gov- 
ernment which forbids all interference with the domestic 
concerns of other nations.” 

Mr. HALE. Iam desirous that the resolution 
shall pass, but I am not so desirous that this reso- 
lution shall pass that I am willing, in order to ob- 
tain that, to resign what I believe to be any of the 
privileges of a Senator. With great deference to 
the Chair, I look upon its decision as being in 
contravention of that right; and before I sit down 
I intend to take an appeal, and quote author- 
ity from the Manual, which I think sustains me. 
I refer to the decision that the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Surexps] to the 
resolution of the Senator from New York [Mr. 
ee) is out of order. But before I proceed to 
do this, | wish to say a word or two upon that 
question in the aspect in which it is now preseves 
and 1 beg leave to assure the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Foore) that I use words 












Dec, 9 
with no sectional, no hidden, no sinister 
I will endeavor to use as pure English te ee 
collect, and use English in the acceptation aie 
it has as far South as civilization extends - 
without any qualifications at all. sb 
I am desirous that the resolution shall pass 
I am so desirous that it shall pass that Peni 
| terpose no amendment, because the honorabj, 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass} thinks ¢) 
| on a former occasion, an amendment which | ha 
the honor to pe om operated very fatally jp, 
'the resolution which ge introduced. My > , 
opinion is, that the amendment lost strength } 
| being tacked on to his resolution; and if | had id 
troduced it’ as an original measure it would hay, 
| passed. But to come to this resolution, | wal 
to speak to what seems to me to be a great objec. 
tion to it, and that is, that it wants precedent, 
The PRESIDENT. The Senator gave Notice 
that he was about to appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. If the debate goes on, he will be to, 
late to take an appeal. The decision of the Chair 
is considered as acquiesced in, unless an appeal is 
immediately taken. W hen the Senator from Geor. 
gia rose, the Chair requested him to give way jy 
| order that an appeal might be taken. But the 
Chair will still receive the appeal; though, if the 
discussion goes on, it will be too late to take ay 





— 
r. HALE. Yielding to the wishes of ihe 
friends of the resolution around me, I will not take 
an appeal, but I hope this decision will not be taken 
as a precedent. I deem it wrong; but I shall sub. 
mit to the wrong for the present, for the purpose of 
getting to a greater good, and that is, the consid. 
eration of this resolution. I want to address my. 
self to the objection that this resolution wants 
| precedent. Itis said that the only precedent which 
| can be found was the case of the reception given 
to the Marquis de Lafayette. A very eloquent 
| eulogy was passed on the sacrifices and services 
| which that distinguished individual made in the 
| attainment of the liberties of this country, which 
| entitled him to the reception which he received 
when he visited our shores, something more than 
| a quarter of acentury since. Now, I want to take 
this very case of Lafayette, and see if it is nota 
'case in point. I ask you, sir, if, when the idea 
was first suggested to the mind of Lafayette that 
| here was to him a trans-Atlantic people—an ocean 
wider, for all practical purposes, by thousands of 
miles, then than now, was between him and this 
trans-Atlantic people, who had risen up with the 
| energy of freemen and were asserting their rights, 
| and struggling to maintain the declaration which 
they had made—if Lafayette, instead of acting 
with that noble and disinterested chivalry with 
which he threw himself into the contest without 
waiting to see whether fortunate or adverse cir- 
cumstances attended those who were struggling 
here—if, instead of obeying the generous impulses 
of his own nature, he had begun to study the 
musty records of the monarchy of France to find 
a precedent, how long would it have been before 
he would have thrown his fortunes and his life 
into the scale in which he ventured his all? Sir, 
many, many centuries would have elapsed before 
| he would have found a precedent for the course 
which he then took. He found that precedent by 
the occasion, and the occasion made the precedent. 

Another word as to precedents, as ow to 
|us. What has been the history of the United 
| States? Why, instead of following precedents, 
they have been making precedents. _ 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. Presidents. 

Mr. HALE. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi says we have been making Presidents. 
suppose the word precedents sounds so much like 
presidents, that the Senator from Mississipp! can- 
not hear it without its calling up some other asso 
ciations than those, as the only ones which belong 
to the occasion. 

Mr. FOOTE. I would simply say, that know- 
ing that the gentleman himself had at one time 
aspirations for the Presidency, I thought it pos 
sible that that was in his mind when he made use 
of the word; particularly as I understood him dis- 
tinctly to pronounce the word presidents. 

Mr. HALE. In dictionaries, and precedents, 
and pronunciation, I yield to the honorable Gene 
tor from Missioaippl TMr: Foore,} but in nothing 
else. I think it is a little ungenerous in the -—t 
ator from Mississippi, who comes here from fie! 
in which he has so successfully combatted those 
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1851. 
ho 0 posed his claims—who comes here with 
salle cap full of triumph, not to enjoy the blush- 
; “ honors. with which his State has crowned him, 
; ‘hout a fling at _ poor claims, which were so 
long ago rejected. ask him if, while those hon- 





ors are heaped upon him, he cannot remember || 


i the Jew, sitting at the King’s gate? I | 
al that prosperity would have brought bet- 
ver lessons with it, but itseems it has not, I leave 


subject. , ‘ 
¥ oa that it has been the province and destiny 


but precedents. I believe that, when the mem- | 
hers of the Continental Congress assembled on | 
the 4th of July, 1776, and put forth the declara- | 
tion which they have put forth to the world, they 
were acting entirely without a precedent; that a 
reeedent is not to be found in which the repre- 
eqtatives of a vast number of States had come | 
together in peaceful conclave, and in solemn and 








mature deliberation come to the conclusion that it | 
was a dictate of duty to separate the connections | 
which had heretofore bound them to their mother 

country. Then they were acting without prece- | 
dent, And after the justice of that declaration was 
sindieated by a seven years’ war, the experience | 
of a few succeeding years of peace had told them 
that peace itself might become valueless without 








|| made atable and void of offence to those who 


4 ° : | 
of the United States not only to make Presidents | 


|| If you stop to fortify it with provisos and quali- 


pause and reckon and calculate how the expres- 
sion and utterance of their sentiments may be | 
entertain directly contrary sentiments, we might | 
| as well at onée close our mouths in eternal silence. 
It is because the utterance of these sentiments 
| will give offence to those who are always offended 
| whenever the sentiments of liberty are uttered, 
, that they have value. It is because they will tes- 
| tify to the victims of oppression everywhere that 
| there is a feeling of sympathy, of commisseration, 
of condolence, and of respect in the whole Ameri- 
| can people with them in their misfortunes—it is 
| because of this that this resolution has any value. 


| fications, and reservations and exclusions of con- 


| clusions, it may be a very good special plea, but it || 


| will bea very poor channel through which the sym- | 


1 pathies are to find vent—to find utterance and ex- 
|| pression. No, sir; let the expression of these | 


sentiments be broad and manly, open, unquali- 


| fied, and direct. Let them speak in the plainest || 
manner in which the English language can present || 


ideas, the sentiment which to-day is beating and | 
vibrating through the hearts of the whole Ameri- 


can people. Let the bearings and uprisings of the || 


| great American heart, which has been moved by | 
| the advent of this man, as it has not been moved | 
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| tends. We receive him not with a crest upon his 
| helmet, and sword and spear, not as Cesar clothed 
| in armor, but as Cato in his gown, as the great 
| Apostle of Liberty, coming here after having been 

driven from his native land, seeking that liberty 
| upon our shores which, with al) his exertions, he 
could not obtain at home. 

It is a common fashion to glorify the successful 
and conquering hero. But it is no common 
fashion for a great nation to seek the deserted and 
the weak and the down-trodden, and to award to 


|| them their sympathies and cordial greetings. I 


| confess that I consider it one of the proudest 
| chapters in the history of American diplomacy, 
| where it interferes not by armed force, but by the 
| great influence which is gathered around _ this 
| country of liberty and law, to take from the 
dungeons of Turkey a man who had been trodden 
down by the despots of Europe, and without in- 
terfering with the rights of any, placed him at 
libérty and brought him here to this Western 
world, where he can enjoy the rights and privileges 
of a freeman. 

| ‘The resolution of the Senator from New York 
does nothing more than to bid him welcome to 
this country in the name of the people. 1 should 
| have preferred that resolution, had it not been for 
| certain matters which have transpired since the 


something to render those blessings permanent || for more than a quarter of a century, find a cor- || landing of this distinguished individual upon our 


and valuable, they assembled together iu a con- | 
sention which framed our Cunstitution, and they | 
were then acting entirely without precedent. I 
believe you may search the world, and you can- | 
not find an instance in which the representatives 
of a nation came together in that manner, and 
formed a written constitution. It was the second | 
written constitution, I think, which the history of 
the world, up to that period, presented, and the 
frst was that formed on board the Mayflower, 
when the Pilgrims were on their way from Delft- | 
haven to this country. That was a matter with- 
out precedent, and so the history of our country | 
has let without precedent. Instead of following 
in the vestiges which have been left us of nations 
gone before us, we have been following the destiny 
which seems to be ours—been making, instead of 
following precedents. And such, | trust, we shall 
continue to do. 

In regard to this resolution of sympathy, re- 
spect, or condolence, or whatever it may be, with 
Kossuth, what is to be the effect of it? Some gen- 
tlemen may think that it looks to something ulte- | 
rior, but it does not of itself include anything of | 
that sort. It does not bind the people of this | 
country to anything. It is simply the expression 
of what 1 believe the whole people feel—sympathy 
with Kossuth. They look upon him as the li 
representative of a great principle which has been 


the idol of their affections. They look upon him | 


as the vindicator, in the struggles which he has, 
sustained in his own country, of those great sen- 
uments which are dear to the whole American 
people, and impressed upon the whole American 
cart. It is because the people of this country 


look upon him as the representative of these prin- | 
y ciples, and see in him the living imbodiment of 
that which is dearest to their own affections. They | 
desire in the most solenn form in which the action | 


of the people or the Government of the United 
States can do it, an expression of those feelings to 
be given to the distinguished individual who has 
thus come to our shores. 

And, sir, shall the American people hesitate, 


| responding movement and expression here from 
| the representatives of the nation in this Congress | 
assembled. 
Let us not be afraid that there is any danger of 
compromising or committing ourselves to any step 
which we may need hereafter to retrace or retract. 
It was said by a distinguished American states- 
man, on chathieg occasion, that he took no step 
backwards. Such, [ trust, will be the language 
of the American Senate and American people— 
that they will take no backward step. They have | 
lanted their banners. They are unfurled. They 
nave written their sentiments where the world may | 
read them, and where, I trust in God, all time 
will not efface them. Let it never be said to the | 
victims of despotism in the Old World, that are 
straining their aching eyes and looking with throb- 
| bing hearts to hear what the only free people on the | 
face of the whole earth will do, that we have hesi- | 
tated, halted, furled our banners, lest our views, if | 
repeated and reuttered by us, might give offence to | 
those to whom the principles of liberty are always | 
an offence. I trust that, instead of going back— | 


; . : 5 
instead of retrograding—instead of pausing—we 


licit. If it wants more meaning, put it into it. 
e do not, by such a course as this, commit 


iving || ourselves to anything and everything which some- 


body may have said: but we do commit ourselves 
to principles of fidelity to the great cause which 
lies at the bottom of our Revolution and is im- 
bodied in the principles of our Constitution. I 
trust that we are prepared to go as far as that. As 
I am desirous that the resolution shall pass, I will 
not trespass longer on the Senate, but will give 
way, — Tie that we may arrive at early action. 

|| Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, I desire, at 





the 
say a few words. Three months ago, the object 
of this resolution was a prisoner in Turkey. 
Driven from his own country, forsaken by every 
Christian nation in Europe, the one? of this 





shall =a pause, shall they be afraid to give utter- 
ance in the most formal, the most solemn, and the 
most effective manner in which they can do it, to 
the sentiments which the great body of the people | 
‘ntertam? If we are to pause before we give 
utlerance to sentiments like these, until we think 
that they will fail to give offence to any of the 
“ther Governments of the world, we might as well 
don at once the idea of carrying out the prin- 
“ples which are imbodied in the Constitution 
inder which we are organized to-day. I have no 
doubt that the very formation of that Constitu- 
ton, the very imbodiment of the sentiments upon 
vhich the Constitation is founded, emb in 
. Declaration of Independence, gave offence at 
“moment of their prom ion, and give offence 
‘ow, and will continue to give offence to the latest 
period of time, to the despots of the Old World and 
of the New. ‘They will never be pleasing; th 
vill never be palatable to them. If the people 
‘nd the Government of the United States are to 






country, actuated by a high and Christian spirit, 
sought him out, and tendered to him a national 
ship, in which he was brought to this country, 
under the flag of the Union. When he landed on 
the shores of this continent, he received, as he is 


men. Who was it that attracted the attention and 
the {sympathies of this country? It was Louis 
Kossuth, the exile, not Louis Kossuth, the Gov- 
ernor of Hungary. It was not Kossuth, the suc- 
cessful hero and statesman, but the deserted and 
the unfortunate Kossuth, to whom we extended 
our liberality and our courtesy, In the spirit of 
the resolution which we at the last session, 
asking our Executive to interfere in a peaceful and 
a quiet way, by diplomacy, he was rescued from 
his imprisonment and placed upon our shores as 
an exile. In that spirit I am willing to receive 
him, and in that spirit the American heart is will- 
ing to receive him. It is not to Louis Kossuth, 
Governor of Hungary, that this resolution and 
the amendment of the Senator from Georgia ex- 


|| he has not asked t 


will make this resolution more full and more ex- | 


this point of the debate, while the amendment of | 
* weenie from Georgia is before the Senate, to || 


now receiving, the pb coe of millions of free- | 


shores. In the first speech which he made on 
landing in New York, at Castle Garden, a speech 
| prepared with great care, he declares, with the 
| manly straight forwardness of an honest man, 
what he wants. He says that it is not merely 
our sympathies that he looks for, but that he 
wants pecuniary means and political aid, and 
nothing less. He asks for all the sinews of war— 
| money, men, and papery power. lt is said that 
1s of the Government, but he 
| has asked it of the people. What is this Govern- 
ment but the mouth-piece of a free people; and 
when this Government speaks to strangers and 
speaks to the world, it is the people of the country 
that speak in the language uttered by the Govern- 
ment. That is the great glory of our Republican 
institutions. 

This distinguished man asks us—the people of 
this country—to go to war on the Continent of 
Europe, by money, men, and political influence, 
| for the cause of human liberty there. Now, no 

man desires more than I do, that the great cause 
of civil and religious liberty should succeed upon 
the Continent of Europe; and I believe, judging 
from the signs of the times, the day is not far dis- 
tant when, by reason of the influences which have 
| been cast back upon that Continent from this 
| country, by means of the continual and intimate 
social intercourse between that country and this, 
|| by means of emigration and reémigration, by the 
|| peaceful and quiet inluence of this country, Europe 
1s to be regenerated. But if we listen to this cry 
of armed interference, and if the people of this 
| country are to go with men and money to fight 
| the battles of liberty on the Continent of Europe, 
then we at once put an end to that wise policy 
which we have practised from the days of Wash- 
ington to this hour; and instead of the influence of 
this country being exercised as it has been here- 
tofore exercised, armed force, and war, and blood 
|| is to determine whether Europe is to be free or not. 
|| In my humble opinion, the first American gun 
| ee upon the Continent of Europe, in de- 
|| fence of a revolution in Europe, will be more dis- 
| astrous to the cause of human liberty than all the 
batteries of all the despots in the world. 
|| Sir, itis said that we have a great mission to 
| erform : that itis our duty to interfere, not only 
y the expression of sympathy, but in some other 
way which gentlemen do not exactly define, in the 
cause of distressed humanity in Europe. We 
have a great trust to execute, anda great duty 
to perform; but, like every other trust and every 
other duty, domestic, social, and political, it is lim- 
ited; it has its errand. If we go beyond that— 








if we turn crusaders for the purpose of executing 
that trust and performing that duty in other lands, 
like all crusaders we may get great honor, we ma 
be renowned in chivalry and in song, but we shall 
neglect the great duties which we have to perform 
| at home, where we can perform them to the ad- 
| vantage of mankind. 
The altar of our liberty has it: own temple, It 
is here. Here let the oppressed of every land 
| come to worship. Here let them come if they 
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desire to get rid of oppression at home or to warm 
their patriotism to return to renewed efforts abroad. 
{,et them come; but let us not take away thataltar 
from our own temple and carry it off into the wil- 
derness of European Revolution, there to be taken 
by the Philistines, or its fires to be 
ever beneath an ocean of blood. No, sir; it is 
here that our duty is to be performed. 

I have felt it my duty to make these remarks, 


because I intend to carry out the resolution of | 


Congress which was passed at the last session, 
aud té give to Louis Kossuth and his companions 
in exile, a hearty, a noble, and a generous wel- 
come to this country. I care not as to the form of 
this welcome. While I am willing to do that, I 
wish it at the same time to be understood that I 
acknowledge none of these new doctrines which 
have been started, that we are to implicate our- 
selves in the affairs of Europe. I wish it also to 
he distinctly understood, that I do not agree with 
the doctrine of cutting off this nation from all 
social and international intercourse with Europe. 
lam not, in the language of the Senator from 
Michigan, for cutting the string. We havea duty 
to perform in this respect. Iam for keeping up 
legal and international intercourse through diplo- 
macy with all the nations of the earth, and main- 
taining friendly and social relations with them. I 
would not forsake Austria because of Austrian 
despotism. 
she is denounced to be a despotic power. Among 
the proudest nations of Europe, alongside of the 
highest and oldest flag, should our flag be sus- 
tuined; not by war, but this great nation should 
be represented there by some of her patriotic and 
intelligent citizens. In the darkest days of the 
struggle for human liberty there I would maintain 
the influence of this Government; not for the pur- 
pose of interfering by armed force, but to hold out 
to the unfortunate and oppressed of those nations, 
if they cannot after all biele exertions maintain 
liberty there, our flag and our influence will afford 
them a home here. 

A word more, and I have done. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Georgia does not at all, 
as I see, change the resolution offered by the Sen- 
ator from New York. It merely avoids a conclu- 
sion which might be drawn from the passage by 
the Congress of the United States of a resolution 
in such general terms. The resolution with the 
amendment shall have my hearty concurrence. I, 
too, have not been an inattentive observer of the 
history and conduct of this distinguished indi- 
vidual. I admire his talents and patriotism. I 


believe him to be a man who has devoted himself 


not to any wild scheme of liberty in Hungary, 
but to the establishment of constitutional govern- 


ment and liberty for the benefit of his people. As | 


such I shall personally greet Louis Kossuth cor- 
djally, and also as a representative of one of the 
States of this Union. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I do not rise for 
the purpose of continuing this debate, and if any 
wentleman wishes to discuss the resolution, I shall 
give way to him. I intend simply to put myself 
right before the country in regard to this matter. 
1 introduced the original resolution, as I have 
already stated, at the instance of the Secretary 
of State, and, as declared to me by him, and 
doubtless truly, with the sanction of the Admin- 
istration itself, it being the cpinion of the Pres- 
ident and his Cabinet, as clearly intimated in the 
last annual message, that it was the daty of Con- 


vide a suitable reception for the distinguished per- 
sonage whose character and actings have been the 


subject of such extended remarks on this occasion. | 
I acted, I say again, at the instance of gentlemen | 


of high official standing in Washington, with whom 
after full consultation, I had the good fortune to 
agree. I am willing to acknowl 


preliminary to introducing the original resolution, 
did any person undertake to intimate the pro- 
priety of so demeaning ourselves in the discussion 
of the question designed to be eee to the 
Senate, as to avoid enkindling the resentment of 
the Emperor of Russia. Had any such consider- 
ation been suggestet to me, I should have felt not 
a little dissatisfaction with the personage in whose 
brain an idea so ignoble had arsen. I understood 
the resolution before us to be simply a proposition 
to afford to Governor Kossuth, on account of the 
high respect which we entertain for his public 


|| character, and the ardent sympathy which the | 
, freemen of thiscountry must naturally feel for him, | 
and the noble cause with which he stands identified, | 


uenched for- |! 
present time. 
tory to me, and which I stated in the hearing of | 


I supposed that it would be impossi- | 
ble for us, in consequence of the unexpected op- | 


I would not forsake Russia because | 


ge, that in none | 
of the conversations which T held on this subject, | 


| there any harm in that? 
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a reception cordial and respectful on the part of 


the two Houses of Congress in the first instance, | 


to be followed, as has been generally anticipated, 
by an additional reception on the part of the Ex- 
ecutive of the Republic. 
having withdrawn the original resolution, because 
it might, perhaps, have been acted upon before the 
1 I withdrew it for reasons satisfac- 


the Senate. 
position presented in various quarters of this Hall, 


to act on the resolution brought forward by me in 
time to accord to Governor Kossuth that reception 


which I had hoped all the members of this body | 


would have supposed to be due to him. Since 


that period, some delay having occurred in New | 


York with regard to his puble reception there, 


| other gentlemen here, friendly to the original ob- | 
ject which I had in view, have thought proper to | 


introduce propositions to provide for him a re- 
spectful and affectionate reception in the capital 
of the nation. 

Was there anything in the original resolution— 
is there anything in either of the resolutions which 
have been presented to the Senate since the with- 


drawal of the original one, which indicates an in- | 


tention, on the part of those who have agreed that 
this illustrious personage is entitled to some re- 
spectful notice at our hands, of a nature to commit 
the Government to all the uncertainties and perils 
of a European war? No calmly-thinking and dis- 
passionate man can examine any of the propo- 
sitions presented, and come to such a conclusion, 
1 do not understand the language of Governor 
Kossuth in New York as the Senator from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Mixver,] and some others, seem to 
understand it. I do not understand him at all as 


intimating an expectation that this Government, | 


as such, should enter into a war at once without 
delay, for the maintenance of the independence of 
Hungary. I understand him—and the gentleman 


from Georgia, in one part of his speech seemed || 


so to understand him—as clearly asserting a dis- 
tinction between the people of the United States 
and their Government. That distinction was in- 


timated by him, not in any spirit of hostility | 


toward our institutions—not for the purpose of 
exhibiting any disrespect on his part towards the 
Government, or intimating any doubt in his mind 
as to the sincere sympathy which the Government 


of the United States entertains for him and his || 


fortunes. ‘The contrary idea is most emphatically 
stated by him. I understand him to appeal, as 
he has a right to do, to this nation of sovereigns, 


every man of whom is equally and completely in- | 
dependent, for the calm and dispassionate consid- | 
eration of that claim to respect and sympathy || 


which he has come here to present to them. Has 


citizens in behalf of the cause of Hungarian free- 
dom and independence? Have not our people a 
right to listen to him respectfully—to avow their 


| respect afd affectionate sympathy for him, and | 


to supply him with such pecuniary aid as he 


may be willing to receive? Have they not a right | 


to do anything for the furtherance of the cause 
which he has at heart, which is not of a nature 
calculated to compromit our international rela- 


|| tions, or involve us in foreign wars ? 
gress, under all the circumstances existing, to pro- | 


I maintain that he has said nothing at all in any 
of his speeches that I have seen which goes beyond 
this. i know that certain slanderous prints have 
asserted that he has employed language of a ve 
different character. I know that in advance of his 
coming the most unmanly and illiberal efforts were 
made to poison the public mind in regard to him 
and his claims to our admiration and kindness. 
I have looked into this matter pretty closely, and 
I feel justified in asserting that great.and cruel in- 


justice has been done to this distinguished individual 
| in regard to what he said in the city of New York. 
| What is it that isnow 


; roposed? One gentleman 
simply urges substantially that we shall give to 
Governor Kossuth a hearty national welcome. Is 
ut it is said there is no 
precedent for this; and again it is answered that a 
precedent has been discovered. Then it is said 


| that the precedent found does not apply, because 


Laftiyette was a greater man than Kossuth, or had 


| greater claims upon our regard. Both of them || Moore of Louisiana. 











I now regret exceedingly || 


/our special sympathy. 


| the government of this Republic far less than [ joy 


| there has been too much of this feeling in our na 


tn 
peppers aa 
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were men, I believe. Both were illustrious 4. 
Both were champions of freedom. Both helo 
fered in maintaining this cause. It is true, Lan 
ette was not Kossuth, and Kossuth is not Laf, r 
ette; but no one can deny that the charac * 
each is such as naturally to command the re 
of a nation of freemen. 
We have said already, by aresolution ad, 
nearly a year ago, that Kossuth was entitled + 
I undertake to aaa 
therefore, that the precedent established in the 
case of Lafayette is applcanie in all its materia 
bearings to this case. do not care very wad 
though, about precedent in such a case, © Thi, : 
in some degree a question of common sense and 
still more a question of manly feeling—a questo 
to some extent also involving our character as = 
porters of Republican institutions. I was no, nee: 
pared to hear it said, or even insinuated here that 
we should shudder with alarm in the performane 
of what we may consider a high moral duty tp the 
cause of freedom, on account of the danger Which 
is supposed to exist of our offending his Hick 
Mightiness, the Czar of Russia. I am resolved jg 
perform what I deem my dutyas an American Sep. 
ator, and to risk all consequences; and I shall resne: 


Pr of 
Capect 


eet 


do when it shall fail to perform its clear publie d 
from dread of the censure or condemnation of 
of the despotic powers of Christendom, 


uly 
any 
I fear thar 


a- 


tional councils in times past; and [ am sure the 


| we have arrived at a period when it becomes ys ip 


express our opinions of public men and of Goy. 
ernments with more freedom and boldness thay 


has heretofore been usually practised by men in 


power. 
We owe, as I believe, to the illustrions Gover. 


| nor of Hungary, a cordial national reception. Cay 


any one pretend that such reception would violate 
the laws of nations? No one Ce pretended that 
it would. What right, then, would the Emperor 
of Russia have to complain of it? Is it disrespect. 
ful to him to treat a man, who is, in the judgment 
of the civilized world, possessed of higher moral 
attributes than any reigning monarch, with special 
respect and even with reverential homage? this 
potentate could feel insulted at an act on our part 
so hecoming, so natural, and should be silly enough 
to complain of it, he would expose himself to the 
laughter and contempt of the civilized world, and 
I should rejoice that his proud and callous heart 


| had been made to feel the softening influence of 


chagrin and mortification for once in his life. 
I must confess that I greatly prefer the propo- 


| sition of my friend from Illinois, (Mr. Suue.os,] 


and but for the extraordinary desire felt by the 


| honorable Senator from Georgia to gratify the 


American public with his views in extenso on this 
Subject, the resolution of the Senator from Illinois 
might have been accepted by the Senator from 


| New York as a substitute for his, and there would 
he not a right to address public meetings of our || 


have been an end of the matter. The perform- 


| ance of such an act as that indicated by the reso- 


lution of the Senator from Illinois, would not have 
affected our peaceful relations with the Govern- 
ments of Europe. How is it possible that any 
mischief can possibly arise from our being intr- 
duced to Governor Roeauth in our own Hall, and 
the other members and the Government perform- 
ing the rites of hospital ty in such manner as they 
deem appropriate and becoming? Sir, I deeply 
deplore this whole debate. I must say that | 
think it is calculated to detract somewhat from the 
dignity of the Government itself, Comparisons 
have been indulged, and parallels attempted to be 
run which, whilst they testified some ingenuity 
a rather trivial and worthless character, are not 
at all in unison, as I must think, either with the 
rules of good breeding or the laws of sound taste. 

Mr. SUMNER next obtained the floor, but 
gave way to— 


Mr. RUSK, on whose motion the Senate ad- 


journed. 





HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, December 9, 1851. 
The House met at twelve o’clock. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ntlemen appeared to-day, were 
qualified, and took their seats, viz: Mr. McQueen 
Carolina, and Mr. 


The following 
and Mr. Waxtace.of South 
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mittees W , 
unjer of the House, viz: 


Committee of Elections.—Messrs. David T. Dis- 
voy of Ohio, William S. Ashe of N. C., Christo- 


or H. Williams of Tennessee, Wm. T. Ham- || 
van of Md., Abraham M. Schermerhorn of N. || 


\ John S. Caskie of Va., Presley Ewing of 
Kyi George T. Davis of Massachusetts, and 
james Gamble of Pa. 

* Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. George 
¢ Houston of Alabama, George W. Jones of 
Tennessee, Edward Stanly of N. C., Harr Hib- 
hard of N. H., James Brooks of N. Y., J. Haney 
jones of Pa., William Appleton of Mass., Cyrus 
1. Dunham of Ind., and John S. Phelps of 


i 


of N. C., Alfred P. Edgerton of Ohio, Richard I. 


powie of Md., Origen S. Seymour of Conn., | 


Robert Rantoul, jr., of Mass., William A. Sackett 


smith of Ala., and Gilchrist Porter of Mo. | 
Committee on Commerce.—Messrs. David L. 
seymour of N. Y., Andrew Johnson of ‘Tenn., 
jlexander H. Stephens of Georgia, Thomas J. D. 
Puller of Me., James H. Duncan of Mass., John 
Robbins, jr., of Pa., Louis St. Martin of La., 


William Aiken of S.C., and Thomas Y. Walsh of | } 
| Va., Thomas L. Clingman of N. C., James W. 
| Stone of Ky., Joshua R. Giddings of Ohio, David 


fd. é 
; eaiine on Public Lands.—Messrs. Willard P. 
Hall of Mo., W. R. W. Cobb of Ala., Henry 
Bennett of N. Y., James L. Orr of S. C., Albert 
(. Watkins of Tegn., John D. Freeman of Miss., 
Henry D. Moore of Pa , Bernhart Henn of lowa, 
and Joseph W. McCorkle of California. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
Messrs. Edson B. Olds of Ohio, Alexander G. 


Penn of La., Orin Fowler of Mass., Paulus | 


Powell of Va., John L. Schoolcraft of N. Y., 
Clark of Iowa. 


Va., David Outlaw of N. C., Edward Hammond 
of Md., Charles Allen of Mass., Junius Hillyer 


of Ga., Hiram Bell of Ohio, Alexander H. Buell | 


of N. ¥., and Daniel Mace of Ind. 
Committee on the Judiciary.—Messrs. James X. 


McLanahan of Penn., Richard K. Meade of Va., | 


Humphrey Marshall of Ky., Abraham W. Ven- 
she of N. C., Isham G. Harris of Tenn., James 
Meacham of Vt., John Bragg of Ala., Samuel W. 
Parker of Ind., and Preston King of N. Y. 
Committee on. Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. 


Moses McDonald of Me., Richard H. (Stanton of | 


Ky., James F.Strother of Va,, James M. Gay- 
lord of Ohio, Henry M. Fuller of Penn., Robert 
Rantoul, jr., of Mass., Charles Murphy of Ga., 
Richard Yates of Il., and Gilbert Dean of N.Y. 

Committee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. An- 
drew Johnson of Tenn., Charles Sweetser of 
Ohio, Marius Schoonmaker of N. Y., Nathan T. 
Siatton of N. J., John Letcher of Va., Thomas 
M. Howe of Penn., James T. Morehead of N. 
(., Leander Babeock of N. Y., and Thompson 
Campbell of Il. 

Committee on Private Land- Claims.—Messrs. 
Timothy Jenkins of N. Y., George W. Thomp- 
son of Va., James Abererombie of Ala., John L. 
Dawson of Penn., Lewis D. Campbell of Ohio, 
Benjamin D. Nabers of Miss., J. Aristide Lan- 
try of La., William W. Snow of N. ¥., and John 
&. Miller of Ma, 

Committee on Mamufactures.—Messrs. James M. 
H. Beale of Va,, Thomas B. Florence of Penn., 


Benjamin Thompson of Mass., Chauncey. F. | 


Cleveland of Conn., Addison White of Ky., Wil- 
‘am Murray of N, Y¥., Jared: Perkins of N. H., 
Frederick W. Green of Ohio, and Emanuel B. 
Hart of N. Y, 

Committee on Agriculture—Messrs. John G, 
ioyd of N. ¥., Fayette MeMullin of Va., Al- 
d Dockery of N: C., Joseph Cable of Ohio, 


Wis., and John McNair of Penn. 


ee ied of Claims—Messrs. John R. J. Daniel || 


The SPEAKER announced the standing com- || Wisconsin. 
which he had appointed under the rules and 


Smart of Me., Thaddeus Stevens of Penn., John 


A. Wileox of Miss., and Solomon G. Haven of | 


N. Y. 

Commitiee on the Militia.—Messrs. Charles H. 
Peaslee of N. H., John H. Savage of Tenn., 
George G. King of R.1., John G. Davis of Ia., 
William F. Hunter of Ohio, Charles Andrews of 


Me., William Hebard of Vt., Elijah W. Chastain | 
| of Ga., and William T. Ward of Ky. 


On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Frederick P. Stan- 


| ton of Tenn., Thomas 8. Bocock of Va., Lorenzo 


Burrows of N. Y¥., Sampson W. Harris of Ala., 
E. Carrington Cabell of Fla., Thomas Ross of 


|| Penn., Ebenezer J. Penniman of Mich., Isaac 
Wildrick of N. J., and Robert Goodenow of | 
| Me. 

“¢N, Y., Carlton B. Curtis of Pa., William R. || 


Commitice on Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Thomas 
H. Bayly of Va., Joseph A. Woodward of 8S. C., 
Robert Toombs of Ga., William H. Polk of Tenn., 


| John L. Taylor of Ohio, John Appleton of Me., 


Colin M. Ingersoll of Conn., Joseph R. Chandler 


| of Penn., and John C. Breckenridge of Ky. 


Committee on the Territories.—Messrs. William 
A. Richardson of Ill., Alexander R. Holladay of 


J. Bailey of Ga., Zeno Scudder of Mass., Charles 


| E. Stuart ef Mich., and James Lockhart of Ia. 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 


| John 8. Millson of Va., Joseph Russell of N. Y., 


Amos Tuck of N. H., Norton S. Townshend of 
Ohio, George H. Brown of N. J., William M. 
Churehwell of Tenn., Joseph S. Cottman of Md., 
John Z. Goodrich of Mass., and Willis Allen of 


lil. 
\| 
Nichardson Scurry of Texas, Ben. Edwards Gray || 
of Ky., Edward C. Marshall of Cal., and Lincoln 


Committee on Invalid Pensions.—Isham G. Harris 
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| ward C. Marshall of Cal., and Charles Durkee of } Ives of N. Y., Obadiah Bowne of N. Y., Andrew 


|| Parker of Pa., and Elijah W. Chastain of Ga. 

Committee on Military .2ffairs.—Messrs. Armis- | 

|| tead Burt of S, C., Wilham H. Bissell of Ill., || ment.—Messrs. Fayette McMollin of Va., Samp- 
| Meredith P. Gentry of Tefn., Willis A. Gorman 

| of Ta., Alexander Evans of Md., Ephraim K. | 


Commitiee on Expenditures in the Navy Depart- 


son W. Harris of Ala., Jedediah Horsford of N. 
Y., Thomas B. Florence of Pa., E. Carrington 
Cabell of Fla. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office De- 
partment.—Messrs. Alexander G. Penn of La., 
William H. Kurtz of Pa., George T. Davis of 
Mass., Augustus P. Hascall of N. Y., and John 
H. Savage of Tenn. 

Committee on Expenditures on the Public Buyild- 
ings.—Messrs. Thomas Bartlett, jr. of Va., J. H, 
Hobart Haws of N. Y., David Outlaw of N. C., 
William M. Churchwell of Tenn., and John L. 
Taylor of Ohio. 


CHAPLAINS. 

[A message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House that that body had passed a 
resolutioi? to authorize the election of Chaplains, 
that it had appointed a Committee on Printing, and 
on Engrossed Bills, &c.} 

Mr. CARTTER. I move that the House now 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution of 
the Senate in relation to the election of Chaplains. 

There being no objection, 

The resolution of the Senate was then read, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains be appointed during the 


present session, one by each House, who shall interchange 
weekly, 


Mr. JONES of Tennessee. I do not intend to 
detain the Louse by a speech upon this resolution; 
but being opposed to its adoption, and to theelection 
of the officers it proposes—first, upon the ground 
that we have no authority to do so; and secondly, 
that it is a burlesque upon the Christian religion, I 
move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. CARTTER. Upon that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to offer an amendment to 


y Irie y , sale |i . ‘ 
of Tenn., Rodman M. Price of N. J., Frederick || the resolution, providing that the Chaplains shall 


Ben C. Eastman of Wis., John Johnson of Ohio, 


i S. Martin of N. Y., Richard S. Molony of Iil., || receive no compensation out of the publie Treasury. 
Committee for the District of Columbia.—Messrs. || 
Orlando B. Ficklin of Ill., Thomas H. Avefett of 


The SPEAKER. No amendment can now be 


Joseph H. Kuhns of Penn., Daniel J. Jones of || offered. 


| N. Y., and Charles Chapman of Conn. 


Committee on Roads and Canals.—John L. Rob- 


inson of Ind., William F. Coleock of 8. C., John | 
| W. Howe of Penn., John C. Mason of Ky., 


Benjamin Stanton of Ohio, Emanuel B. Hart of 
N. Y., Charles J. Faulkner of Va., Josiah Suth- 
erland, jr., of N. Y., and James Johnson of Ga, 

Committee on Patents.—David K. Cartter of O., 


| Milo M. Dimmick of Penn., William T’. Ward of | 


Ky., Benjamin B. Thurston of R. I., and Alex. 
W hite of Ala. 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.— | 


Richard H. Stanton of Ky., Henry A. Edmund- 


'son of Va., Richard I. Bowie of Md., James 
Duane Doty of Wis., and John H. Boyd of N. | 


York. 
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 


| W. R. W. Cobb of Ala., Thomas Y. How, jr., | 
of N. Y., Thomas M. Bibighaus of Penn., Geo. | 
|| H. Busby of Ohio, and Israel Washburn, jr. of 
|| Maine. 
Committee on Accounts.-John C. Mason of Ky., | 
| John A. Morrison of Penn., John Welch of O., | 
Reuben Robie of N. Y., and James H. Duncan of 
| Mass. 


Committee on Mileage.—Thomas A. Hendricks 
of Ind., John D: Freeman of Miss., J. H. Hobart 


| Haws of N. Y., John Letcher of Va., and John 
| Allison of Penn. 


Committee on Engraving.—Edward Hammond 


| of Md., George Reed Riddle of Del., and Ahiman | 
|| L. Miner of Vt. 
Joint Committee on the Library of Congress.— | 
|| Messrs. Joseph R. Chandler of Pa., Joseph A. 


Woodward of 8. C., and Horace Mann of Mass. 
On Enrolled Bills.—Messrs. Isanc Wildrick of 


'| N. J., and Nelson Barrere of Ohio. 


On niitures in the State Department.— 


|| Messrs. Charles EK. Stuart of Mich., William S. 
'| Ashe of N. C., John Wells of N. ¥., Thompson 
Charles Skelton of N. J., Samuel Brenton of Ia., | 
Een Newton of Ohio, James Duane Doty of | 


Campbell of Ill., and Alexander Harper of Ohio. 


On Expenses in the Treasury ment.— | 
|| Messrs. Benjamin B. Thurston of R. [., Thomas | 


Committee’ on Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Robert || A. Hendricks of Ind., Henry S. Walbridge of 
W. Johnson of Ark., Volney E. Howard of || N. Y., Galusha A. Grow of Pa., and John Allison 
Texas, George Brives of N. Y., Joseph W. Jack- || of Pa. 


. of Ga., James Y. Conger of Mich., Graham | 


; Committee on nditures in the War » 
- Piteh of Ta., Joseph P. Caldwell of N. C,, Ed- |! ment,—Messrs: Milo M. Dimmick of Pa., Willard | 


Mr. HENN. I give notice of the amendment 
I wish to offer, and ask leave that it be read. 

Mr. FOWLER. I object to the reading. 

The CHAIR. Objection is made, and the 
amendment cannot be read, 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones's 
motion, and there were—yeas 22, nays 169; as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, W. Allen, Beale, Bragg, 


|}, Joseph Cable, Chastain, Cobb, Edgerton, Ficklin, Gaytord, 


Grow, Isham G. Harris, Henn, Hibbard, James Johnson, 
George W. Jones, McCorkle, MeMullin, Phelps, Robinson, 
Smith, and Toombs—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Charies Allen, Allison, Androws, 
John Appleton, William Appleton, Babcock, Bartlett, Bar 
rere, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Bell, Bennett, 
Bibighaus, Bissell, Bocock, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Breck 
enridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, Buell, 
Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Thomp 
son Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapmaa, Churchwell, 
Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, George T. Davis, 
Dawson, Dimmick, Disney, Doekery, Doty, Dunham, Fast- 
man, Edmundson, Evans, Ewing, Fanikner, Fitch, Flor- 
ence, Floyd, Fowler, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, 
Grey, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hart, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, 
Hillyer, Holladay, Horsford, Honston, Howard, John W 
Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, In- 
gersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Joln 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Geo. G. King, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, 
Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McDonald, McLana 
han, McNair, McQueen, Meacham, Miller, Millson, Miner, 
Molony, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morri 
son, Murphy, Murray, Nabere, Newton, Olds, Andrew 
Parker, Samuel! W. Parker, Feasice, Penn, Penniman, 
Perkins, Polk, Rantonl, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Ro- 
bie, Ross, Russell, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, SchoM- 
craft, Scudder, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Sey- 
mour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, Benjamfn Stanton, Frederick 


, P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
| Stone, Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin 
| Thompson, George W. Thompson, Thurston, Townsirend, 


Tuck, Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Wash- 
burn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison White, Wilcox, 


| Wildrick, Woodward, and Yates—169. 


So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 

The question reeurred on the adoption ¢f the 
resolution. 

Mr. HENN.”* | new offer the following amend- 
ment to the resolution: 

‘‘ Provided, That said Chaplain shall receive no compen- 
sation out of the Treasury oi the Uuited States.” 


Mr. EVANS demanded the previous question’ 


48 


a 


dered. , 


The question being first on the amendment— 


Mr. HENN called for the yeas and nays; which | 


were not ordered. 
The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was not agreed to. 


Senate’s resolution— 


Mr. HENWN asked leave to be excused from 


voting. 


There being no objection, he was accordingly || 


excused. 


e : ; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 


| 
| 
| 





The question was then taken, and it was deci- | 


ded in the affirmative. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
THE ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
Mr. FOWLER. 


I move that the House pro- || 


ceed forthwith te the execution of the order just | 


raade. 


The question was then taken, and the, motion | 


was agreed to, 


The SPEAKER. 


Nominations are now in 


order for the office of Chaplain. Whereupon the | 


following nominations were made, viz: 


By Mr. Moore, of Pennsylvania—Rev. R. W. | 


Cushman, of the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. Brices—Rev. R. R. Gurley, of the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. Warsaiwer—Rev. Dr. 
New York. 

By Mr. Price—Rev. 
New York. 


Wisner, of || 


C.. D. Westbrook, of | 


By Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee—Rev. Littleton 


F’, Morgan, of the District of Columbia. 


By Mr. Born, of New York—Rev. 8. S. Bee- | 


man, of New York. 


By Mr. Gorman—Rev. Mr. Daily, of Indiana. 
sy Mr. O1os—Rev. W. A. G. Emerson, of | 


Ohio. 


By Mr. Yares—Rev. James Gallagher, of Mis- || 


souri. 


} 


By Mr. McLawanan—Rev. David X. Junkin, | 


of Pennsylvania. 


By Mr. Townsnenp—Rev. Charles G. Finney, | 


of Ohio. ’ 


By Mr. Taompson, of Massachusetts—Rev. | 


Dr. Dewey, of the District of Columbia. 
The SPEAKER appointed the following gentle- 
men to act as tellers, viz: Mr. Fowrer, Mr. 


» . a 
Jounson of Tennessee, Mr. Orns, and Mr. Gor- || iijyer, Howard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, In- 


; || gersoll, John Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, George G. King, 
The roll having been called, the tellers reported || , 


MAN. 


that 192 votes had been cast; necessary to a choice 
97; of which— 
Rev. Mr. Gurley received...... 
Rev. Mr. Morgan. ...ceccccescscccsse cdl 
Rev. Mit, CUSRMON. os ccs c cc coccducs 48 
Rev. Mr. Gallagher .....0..eeeeeeeeee0013 
Rev. Mr. Daily. .....scccccsccceseccceeld 
Re EE REIL. 0 ot noth cn ecbeetieesd end 
Rev. Mr. Finney. ...0s..ecccssscccseee 6 
Rev. Dr. Dewey... 
Rev. Mr. Westbrook. ......ccccessceees 
TEAC, DAR: DROMROON «cuiewiok ataceits cetimasst i 
Ret. Der Wess 0.460 6.5 sc'leid rons et 004 
Ree. Wir. TEGO. i'n tc ESS Sviecsieve 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Al- | 


fen, Andrews, John Appleton, William Appleton, Thomas 


Hi, Bayly, Bissell, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, Busby, E. Car- | 


rington Cabell 


Chastain, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Dimmick, 


Dockery, Edmundson, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fowler, | 


T. J. D. Fuller, Gentry, Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, 
Haven, Hebard, Hillyer, Howard, Thomas 
Ingersoll, James Johnson, John Johnson, George G. King, 
Letqher, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McDonald, McNair, 


- Howe, | 


Meacham, Henry D. Moore, Morehead, Murray, Nabers, | 
Outlaw, Peaslee, Penn, Polk, Richardson, Robie, Ross, | 
Schermerhorn, Scurry, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Fred- | 


erick P. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Strother, 
ser, Taylor, Toombs, Walsh, and Watkins. 
For Rev Mr. Cushman—Messrs Aiken, Averett, Bab- 


weet- 


eock, David J. Bailey, Bibighaus, Bocock, Burrows, | 


Chandler, Cobb, Doty, 
ris, Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Mullin, McQueen, Millson, Molony, John Moore, Rantoul 
Stratton, Stuart, ‘Thurston, Tuck, Venable, Wallace, an 
Woodwfttd. 

For Rev. Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Allison 
Bell, Linn Boyd, Joseph Cable, Churehwél 
ney, Edgerton, Florence, Floyd, Gaylord, Isham G. Harris, 
Haws, Holladay, Houston, Hunter, Ives, Andrew John- 
son, Daniel 8. Jones, Mason, Orr, Perkins, Robbins, Sav- 
ase, Smith, Stone, George W. Thompson, and George W. 

ones. 


astman, Grey, Sampson W. Har- 
. Glancy Jones, Mc- | 


Barrere, Beale, 
1, Dawson, Dis- | 


} 
| 


Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chapman, | 


The question now being on concurring in the || 
|| Morrison, Andrew Parker, Riddle, and Wildrick. 


EE 


! 
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For Rev. Mr. Gailagher—Meessrs. Bartlett, Brecken- 
ridge, George H. Brown, Goodenow, Hall, Horsford, 
Miller, Penniman, Phelps, Porter, Ward, Addison White, 
and Yates. 

‘or Rev. Mr. Daily—Messrs. Brenton, John G. Davis, 
Dunham, Fitch, Gorman, Hendricks, Lockhart, Mace 
— W. Parker, Robinson, Benjamin Stanton, an 

Jelch. 

For Rev. Mr. Junkin—Messrs. Bragg, Buell, Thompson 
Campbell, Curtis, Gamble, Kuhns, Kurtz, McLanahan, 


For Rev. Mr. Dewey—Messrs. George T. Davis, E 


vans, | 
Hibbard, Richard H. Stanton, Benjamin Thompson, and 


Washburn. 

For Rev. Mr. Finney—Messrs. Charles Allen, Giddings, 
John W. Howe, Newton, Scudder, and Townshend. 

For Rev. Mr. Beeman—Messrs. John H. Boyd, Miner, 
David L. Seymour, and Sutherland. 


For Rev. Mr. Westbrook—Messrs. Bennett, Price, Sack- | 


ot Schoolcraft, and Schoonmaker. 
Wells. 

For Rev. Mr. Emerson—Messrs. Cartter and Olds. 

So there was no choice. 

Mr. OLDS withdrew the name of Rev. Mr. 
Emerson. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair whether it 
would be in order to move that the election be by 
resolution? 

The SPEAKER said it could be done by wnan- 


imous consent. 


Mr. BRIGGS then moved a resolution that the || 


Rev. Mr. Gurley be elected Chaplain. 

Objection was made, and the resolution was not 
admitted. 

The roll was again called, and the tellers (the 
same as above) reported that 182 votes had been 
cast; necessary to a choice 92; of which— 

Rev. Mr. Gurley received. ....+...+++++.87 

Rev. Mr. Morgan........ 

Rev. Mr. Cushman...... 30 

Rev. Mr. Gallagher.. ..cccscsccces dea 13 

Rev. Mr. Daily....... ccoee DS 

Rev. Mr. Junkin.......cccccsecsecsccee 4 

Rev. Mr. Westbrook....... seoose @ 

Rev. Mr. Finney. .ccccscccscsccccecscees & 


182 
The following is the vote in detail, viz: 
For Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Al- 
len, Andrews, John Appleton, William Appleton, Bar- 


| rere, Bell, Bennett, Bissell, Briggs, Brooks, Busby, E. 


Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, 
Chapman, Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Con- 
ger, Dawson, Dimmick, Dockery, Edmundson, Evans, 
Ewing, Faulkner, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, 
Gentry, Hamilton, Harper, Haws, Haven, Hebard, Hibbard, 


Kurtz, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McDonal 
McNair, Meacham, Miner, Jonh Moore, Morehead, Mur- 
ray, Nabers, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, 
Polk, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Ross, Scher- 
merhorn, Scurry, Origen 8S. Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, 
George W. Thompson, Toombs, Walbridge, alsh, 
Welch, and Wells. 

For Rev. Mr. Cushman—Messrs. Aiken, Averett, Da- 
vid J. Bailey, Bocock, Burrows, Chandler, John G. Da- 
vis, Doty, Eastman, Henry M. Fuller, Grey, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hendricks, Holladay, Jackson, Robert W. John- 
son, MecMullin, Millson, Molony, Henry D. Moore, Pen- 
niman, Rantoul, Robinson, Stratton, Thurston, Venable, 
Wallace, and Woodward. 

For Rev. Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Allison, John H. Boyd, 
Breckenridge, Brenton, Buell, Joseph Cable, Cobb, John G. 
Davis, Disney, Dunham, Edgerton. Ficklin, Florence, 
Floyd, Gaylord, Gorman, ishamn G. Harris, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Mace, Mason, MeQueen, Murphy, New- 
ton, Olds, Orr, Perkins, Price, Savage, Scudder, Smith, 
Stone, Sweetser, Washburn, and Watkins. 

For Rev. Mr. Gallagher—Messrs. Bartlett, Goodenow, 
Hall, Hascall, Horsford, Kuhns, Miller, Porter, Tuck, 
Ward, Addison White, Yates, and Phelps. 

For Rev. Mr. Junkin—Messrs. Thompson Campbell, 
McLanahan, Andrew Parker, and Wildrick. 

Por Rev. Mr. Westbrook—Messrs. Sackett, Schoolcraft, 
and Schoonmaker. 

For Rev. Mr. Daily—Messrs. Fitch and Lockhart. 

For Rev. Mr. Finney—Messrs. C. Allenand Towushend. 


So there was no choice. 


The roll was called for the third time, and the 
tellers reported that 173 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 87; of which— 

Rev. Mr. Gurley received...........+++ 84 

Rev. Mr. Morgan. ......sscceseeseecee sOe 

Rev. Mr. Cushman.......ceeseeerceeee D 

Rev. Mr. Junkin. .. 0. .cceccoarecsessess 

Rev. Mr. Finney.......-eeeseceuecees I 


173 


: : . . : a 
The following is the vote in detail, viz: 
For Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Abercrombie, John Ap- 
ton, William Appleton, Bell, J. H. Boyd, Bowne, Briggs, 
rooks, Burrows, Busby, E. ©. Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis 


‘or Rev. Mr. Wisner—Messrs. Hascall, Walbridge, and || 





Dee, 9, 
tend 
| D. Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Chapman, Chae. 
| Clark, Cleveland, Dimmick, Dockery, Ewing, py, 
| ner, Fitch, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gentry, ya 
| ton, Harper, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hibbang 
| Horsford, Howard Sohn W. Howe, Ingersoll, John j 
| son, J. G. Jones, George G. King, Kurtz, Landry, Lewin 
1 Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McCorkle, McDonald Me. 
|| Lanahan, McNair, Meacham, Miner, Henry vD. M 
|! John Moore, Morehead, Murray, Nabers, Samuel W ee 
ker, Peaslee, Penn, Polk, Richardson, Robie, Ross ig 
| ett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schooumaker, Sey . 
Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. Stanton, Ale my 
| der H. Stephens, St. Martin, Strother, Sutherland "Tarim 
| Benjamin Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Walbridge, Wala,’ 
Wells, and Wildrick. ; , 
Por Rev, Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Charies Allen Wit 
Allen, Allison, Andrews, Averett, Barrere, Beale, Benne . 
| Bissell, Bocock, Linn Boyd, Breckenridge, Brentoy Bart 
Joseph Cable, ‘Thompson Campbell, Churchwell,’ ay’ 
Conger, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney 
| Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Ficklin, Plorenc’ 
Floyd, Gaylord, Goodenow, Gorman, Hall, Isham G. fi, 
ris, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hyp. 
ter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Danie} 
Jones, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Lockhan 
Mace, Mason, McMullin, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Mo. 
lony, Olds, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Porter, Price 
| Rantoul, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Séudder 
| Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Stuart, Sweerser 
| George W. Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Ward, Washbyr. 
| Watkins, Welch, Addison White, and Yates. : 
For Rev. Mr. Cushman—Messrs. Aiken, Bibighaus, Grey 
| Robert W. Johnson, and Wallace. m 
For Rev. Mr. Junkin—Mr. Andrew Parker. 
For Rev. Mr. Finney—Mr. Townshend. 
| So there was no choice. 
| The roll was called for the fourth time, and te. 
| lers reported that 187 votes had been cast; neces. 
sary to a choice 94; of which 
Rev. Mr Morgan received............. 
Rev. Mr. Gurley, « « « cess voc'cs.ces 9.60 cee 
Rev. Mr. Finney.....eserceggeecccsese 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


| For Rev. Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis 
| AHen, Allison, Andrews, Averett, Babcock, Bartlett, Bar. 
| rere, Beale, Bell, Bibighaus, Bocock, Linn Boyd, Breck- 

enridge, Brenton, George H. Brown, Buell, Joseph Cable, 
| Thompson Campbell, Churchwell, Cobb, Conger, George 

T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Doty, Dunham, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Ewing, Ficklin, Florence, Floyd, 
Freeman, Henry M, Fuller, Gaylord, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Gorman, Grey, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
| Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, John W. Howe, Thomas M. 
| Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, 

Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Dan- 
iel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, 
Kurtz, Lockhart, Mace, Mason, McCorkle, McMuillin, 
McQueen, Miller, Millson, Miner, Molony, Morrison, Olis, 
Orr, Andrew Parker, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, 
Price, Rantoul, Richardson, Robie, Robinson, Savage, 
Scudder, Smith, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. 
| Stanton, Stratton, Stuart, Sweetser, George Ww. Thompson, 

Thurston, Tuek, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, and 


Addison White. 
ey—Messrs. Abercrombie, John Ap- 





For Rev. Mr. Gurl 
pleton, William Appleton, Bennett, Bissell, Bowne, John 
| H. Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington 

Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, 
Chapman, Chastain, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Dim- 
mick, Dockery, Edinundson, Evans, Faulkner, Fitch, Fow- 
lef, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Grow, Hamil- 
ton, Harper, Hart, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Horsford, 
| Howard, Ingersoll, James Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, George 
G. King, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McDonald, 
MeLanahan, McNair, Meacham, Henry D. Moore, Jolin 
Moore, Morehead, Murray, Nabers, Outlaw, Samuel W. 
Parker, Peaslee Polk, Porter, Ross, Sackett, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Sc » David L. Sey- 
mour, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Strother, Sutherland, Taylor, Ben- 
| jamin Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Walbridge, Walsh, 

Vells, Alexander White, and Wildrick. 

For Rev. Mr. Finney—Mr. Townshend. 


The SPEAKER said that the Rev. Littleton F. 
Morgan, having received a majority of the votes 
cast, was elected. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 

House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, desired the gentle- 
man to withdraw his motion that the message from 
the Senate authorizing the appointment of the 
Committee on Printing might S taken up for ac- 
tion. He said it would take but a moment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, for that purpose 
withdrew his motion. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, then moved to take 
up the m e from the Senate upon the subject 
of the joint Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,] that it was but a meré 
notification that the Senate had appointed a com- 
mittee on their part, 

Mr. JONES then said, that the joint rule pro- 
vided that the committee shall be appointed by 
the Senate and by the House—three upon the part 
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